
AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2023

To keep up to date on your parish, please visit; www.somerfordparishcouncil.co.uk

Welcome to our second Newsletter of the year and a 
newly constituted parish council. 

Following the excitement of the May elections, the  
retiring seven parish councillors were re-elected and 
were pleased to welcome one additional member, 
Councillor Bill Chorlton. Welcome, Bill – he is already 
hard at work pursuing the interests of the parish.   

The complement of councillors having increased to  
10 following the increase on the size of the parish as  
a result of the Community Governance Review, we 
would very much like to fill our two vacancies as soon 
as possible. We would especially like to hear from 

parishioners residing in the new areas of Turnstone 
Grange and Somerford Gate and the long-established 
area of Holmes Chapel Road which would enable us  
to better understand issues affecting those areas.  

We are a very busy parish with responsibility for the 
public open spaces of Rhead’s Meadows and Blackfirs 
Wood; current projects such as the location of  
defibrillators in as many centres of population as  
possible; concern for the parish generally, including 
hedges, verges, Sandy Lane footpath; responses to 
planning applications and liaising with neighbouring 
parishes regarding sand quarrying and highway  
issues – in particular the Congleton Link Road – so 
there is lots to do and you could help us make a  
difference and to ensure our parish remains one of 
which to be proud.  

Geoff Bell – Chairman, Somerford Parish Council

Introduction...

We aim to fill all corners of  the 
parish with potentially lifesaving 

Defibrillators 
It has taken quite a time but we are there. The phone 
box has been installed – it looks like it has been there 
forever – power has been connected and the heated 
cabinet and defibrillator are in place.   

We’ve also registered it with the local ambulance service 
and it should now be ready to save lives. We are most 

Defibrillators
obliged to Bellway Homes, who are building the new 
homes opposite the site at Somerford Gate, for agreeing 
to fund the defibrillator itself. 

The defibrillator is the semi-automatic type which are 
recommended for use by anyone – no training is  
necessary since the machine “talks” the operator 
through the process. 

Although the cabinet is locked, the code can be  
obtained by dialling 999 Ambulance and quoting the 
postcode on the device.   

We have resolved to place further defibrillators on 
Loachbrook Meadow and Somerford Grove and have 
written to the owners of these estates (Bovis/Vistry  
and Anwyl respectively) to seek their agreement. It is 
proposed that we will use the style of unit shown in the 
photo below.



a specific objection with us but we note there are two 
Somerford residents who have registered objections  
via the planning portal. The parish council resolved not 
to object to the application but to raise concerns and 
propose certain conditions, on the following topics:  

• Air quality monitoring  

• Noise generative activities  

• Protection for two mature oak trees 
    at the proposed entrance  

• Drainage and the risk of flooding  

The full text of the PC’s comments can be seen here: 
https://docs.cheshireeast.gov.uk/NorthgatePublic-
Docs/08496058.pdf   

It should be noted that, since our comments were  
submitted, Natural England have advised against  
approval at this stage and in doing so have asked for 
further information on a number of areas. It is likely to  
be sometime before the application will make further 
progress, if any.

As reported in our last Newsletter, we had invited 
Sibelco to attend a parish council meeting to address 
the parish council and residents regarding the proposal 
to establish a new sand quarry at Somerford Farm, 
Holmes Chapel Road, Somerford. Although there are a 
number of working and exhausted quarries in this area 
of Cheshire East, the closest being Bent Farm Quarry  
on Wallhill Lane, Astbury, this would be the first one in 
the parish itself. Arrangements were made for them to 
attend the meeting on 16th January which was well  
attended by residents and neighbours. The proposal,  
if approved, would see sand being quarried at the site 
but piped as a slurry underground to the existing site  
at Bent Farm for processing. The proposal has  
proved unpopular with a number of local residents,  
predominantly those living in the parish of Brereton.  
It has to be said that of the Somerford residents who 
have engaged with us on the issue, none has registered 

Somerford Farm 
QuaRry Proposal

Sibelco aPplication to establish 
a sand quaRry at Somerford Farm

According to the Police and Crime Commissioner, John 
Dwyer, crime in Cheshire East is down and more police 
officers have been recruited. Nine extra Speed Monitor 
Devices have been acquired to help police spot areas 
where they may be a speeding problem.  

John Dwyer is hosting a number of Public Events around 
the Cheshire area. There’s one to be held at Congleton 
Town Hall on 14th November at 7pm. Tickets are now 
available online through the following email address; 
pcc@cheshire.police.uk  

Our local Police Community Support Officer (PCSO), 
Kim Bowyer, holds regular beat surgeries where residents 
can voice their concerns. You can email Kim for dates 
and times at; Kim.bowyer@cheshire.police.uk  

Age UK offer advice and support for victims of scams as 
older people are the main targets for scammers. Age UK 
also provide scam awareness talks and can advise of 
the latest and most successful scams that are happening 
in our area. Remember, it’s not rude to say “No, thank 
you” and either close the door or end a phone call. If 
you receive a lot of nuisance calls contact your phone 
provider and ask about blocking services.   

Cheshire Constabulary has set up a survey 
where you can tell them about the things you 
would like us to focus on in your area. Here 
are links to the ‘Residents’ Survey’;   

www.cheshire.police.uk/residentsvoicecongleton 

You may have noticed that our website is becoming  
increasingly slow and contains several broken links.  
You may also have noticed a slightly different, and we think 
cleaner, appearance to the site of late. Our website manager 
has been trying to fix things as they arise but it’s time to 
take more comprehensive action.In addition, our external 
auditors have told us that: ‘every authority should have 
an email account that belongs to the council and to 
which the council has access – this ideally would be a 
.gov.uk or .org.uk address…’. We’ll be assessed on this 
in next year’s audit.   

So over the next few weeks we’ll be moving to a new look 
website and new email addresses that conform to the 
‘gov.uk’ standards. This will mean a different style to the 
website though all the same information should still be 
available, and we hope that it will be easier to navigate.  

We’ll also be changing our councillor and clerk email  
addresses but don’t worry, we’ll have a very long transition 
period so you can still contact us using our ‘old’ addresses 
for quite some time. Once the new site is fully up and  
running we’ll put a notice on the website too.

NEW ‘gov.uk’ website and migration 

Police 
and 

Crime



Rhead’s Meadows is flourishing – most of the thousands 
of trees, bushes, shrubs and hedging plants that have 
been planted over the last few years have grown well  
and we plan to replace the small percentage which have 
failed. The two wildflower areas in the north meadow 
have progressed well over the last twelve months and we 
are currently engaged in mowing and removing the top 

growth to encourage the spread of seeds and prepare for 
next year. It is important that we remove the clippings to 
further reduce soil fertility. Our advisors on these areas, 
Cheshire Wildlife Trust, have reported finding the following 
species: Yellow rattle, Bird's foot trefoil, Knapweed,  
Ox eye daisy, Lesser trefoil, Red clover, Cats ear, Rough 
hawkbit, Crested dogs’ tail, Eyebright, Sweet vernal 
grass, Self-heal, Common bent, Meadow foxtail, White 
clover, Tufted vetch.  

We are looking to take out longer term agreements with 
contractors to ensure that we have a schedule of mowing, 
path maintenance and injurious weed eradication for the 
whole site. The injurious weeds we will be targeting are 
thistle, dock and ragwort. Most of the grassed areas will 
be grown long but some selected areas will have a more 
regular cut.   

The plan for the future is to focus on: volunteer involvement, 
habitat creation for keeping the meadow, woodland and 
orchard in good condition for wildlife, and infrastructure 
maintenance for repairs to fences, gates, benches and 
signage etc. 

Since then the tree surgeons 
have returned to strip some  
of the ivy from the base   
of various trees which  
were also identified  
in the tree survey  
as needing further 
investigation.

RHEAD’S 
MEADOWS

Some of you may have seen that in August two trees 
were felled on Rhead’s Lane after they had dropped 
branches into a neighbour’s property. 

A tree survey confirmed that they were potentially  
dangerous so we decided they should be removed as 
soon as possible, and on 18th August local tree surgeon 
Forest Stump and his team came to take them down. 
We made sure that access to the Lane was maintained 
throughout the day and we hope people weren’t  
inconvenienced too much.   

And Then There Were None… 



LOACHBROOK MEADOW 
Bovis Update
Matthews and Leigh, the original groundworks contractors, 
returned to the site on 10th July, after a three year wait 
whilst the dispute with Bovis was in the hands of solicitors, 
and it was good to see that progress might finally be made 
on the drain repairs. However, once again, all has not gone 
as smoothly as we expected.  

The road where the works were due to start was closed 
suddenly on 11th July without any prior notification. Bovis 
were unaware that their contractors had started on site to 
carry out an exploratory dig. This then resulted in a week’s 
delay whilst Health and Safety matters were addressed by 
the Bovis team.  

The repairs on the first section of the road were carried out 
over a period of three weeks in July/August. Matthews and 
Leigh left the site on 18th August. A survey of the drains 
took place over the following fortnight to ensure all repairs 
had been carried out correctly. All five phases of the drain 
works will need to meet the requirements of United Utilities 
for full adoption to take place.  

The topping-off of the unfinished road that was not affected 
by the drain repairs was due to take place during the school 

holidays. But as of 18th 
October no such works 
have started.  

Residents received a  
letter from Vistry on 5th 
October. Matthews and 
Leigh did not carry out  
repairs or replacement as 
expected but had instead 
tried to press the plastic 
surface water pipe back 
into shape. This has not 
resolved the deformation 
of the pipe so it will now 
have to be replaced  
with concrete. They are 
expected to return to the 
site for a month to carry 
out the works, starting on 
6th November. Matthews 
and Leigh have once 

more impacted on residents and it now seems only one 
section of the works will be completed by the end of the 
year. We will start yet another New Year waiting for all to  
be completed.  

Work on the manholes 
that was due to start on 
9th October did not start 
until 16th October, due to 
another communications 
mix up.    

Despite the many  
meetings, emails, walks 
around the site with Bovis 
staff and their contractors 
the promises that had 

been made have been ignored. We have not moved on 
very far from the residents’ petition in 2019 and residents 
continue to be let down.  

Residents are reporting more and more problems,  
particularly health and safety matters. The landscaping 
work falls very short of the landscape management plan, 
weeds are prevalent around the estate and there are still 
many dead trees and missing planting. Getting around  
certain areas is difficult for those with mobility issues and 
overgrown hedges and bushes present a visibility problem 
for drivers and pedestrians. The path along the top field is 
overgrown and the mown paths by the side of the Long 
Barrow have never been completed. 

After storms and bad weather over the past few years,  
tree branches have come down in the community park. 
We would expect Bovis to check the safety of all the  
large trees and remove potentially dangerous branches 
accordingly.  

The problems residents have experienced over the past 
four years highlight the failings of a system that enables 
major developers to build large new developments, sell 
houses to their “valued customers” and then seemingly  
do as they please, with total disregard for the residents. 
Every resident was promised a pleasant environment that 
would be to a good standard, well maintained and safe. 
We are still waiting for an explanation as to why it is still  
unfinished, nine years since the first houses were sold,  
and why we are ignored when other Bovis estates have 
been or are currently being built within Cheshire East. 

Bollin Grange in Macclesfield is the latest large development 
now being built by Bovis, before Loachbrook Meadow is 
even finished. Have Loachbrook Meadow resources been 
moved to Bollin Grange? Are estates just not a priority 
once all houses are sold? 

•If you would like to receive email 
updates directly regarding our  
campaign to get the estate finished. 
Please send an email titled ‘Subscribe’  

•If you are interested in becoming a 
member of the residents’ committee 
once the Management Company has 
been installed, please email your details.

For residents of 
LOACHBROOK 

MEADOW 
Please email the residents’ group at  

loachbrookmeadow@gmail.com  
for any of the following: 



Engaging with 

Our Community

community, and you are encouraged to have a say in 
what we do and what is happening within your area.  

We understand that you may have busy lives, but we do 
aim to be easily accessible and respond quickly to all 
matters raised. It is not just a case of letting us know of 
issues that are not quite right, we always like to hear of 
things that you like and what we have done well.   

Our social media channels are not monitored 24/7 but  
we do read all comments and messages and will respond 
where appropriate. If matters are raised that are not within 
our control we will try to pass them onto the appropriate 
people and authorities.

So where can I find all 
these formats you ask? 

All our communication facilities are available as follows:  

WEBSITE: 
www.somerfordparishcouncil.co.uk/  

Here you will find all contact details for your  
clerk and councillors.  

FACEBOOK:  
www.facebook.com/SomerfordParishCouncil  

Our official Facebook page. You can like,  
comment or message us directly.  

INSTAGRAM:  
somerfordparishcouncil  

Our official Instagram account. You can like,  
comment or message us directly.  

EMAIL:  
The clerk and all the councillors have an official  

email address which can be found on our  
website and Facebook page.  

BY POST:  
You can write to our clerk. The address is  

on our website and Facebook page.  

TELEPHONE NUMBERS:  
These can be found on our  

website and Facebook page.   

NOTICEBOARDS:  
These are situated within the parish.   

NEWSLETTER:  
A newsletter is sent out twice a year. 

The parish of Somerford has faced many changes  
over recent years. We have experienced a considerable  
increase in population and the completion of the Link 
Road. The Community Governance Review added the 
residents of Turnstone Grange to the parish population 
and increased the number of councillors from 7 to 10.  

Many people have lived in Somerford for many years 
and will know a lot about the area and the council.  
However, there is now also a very transient section of  
our community as people choose to move from urban  
to more rural areas or jobs bring people to the area.  

It is unfortunate that the council doesn’t have an official 
office or parish hall as a base, so our monthly meetings 
are a great opportunity to meet residents and listen to 
their concerns and aspirations. Members of the public 
are always welcome to join us.  

We want to ensure that everyone is kept up to date with 
all that takes place within the parish. Most of the main 
services we receive as residents are provided by our  
unitary authority, Cheshire East Council. We endeavour 
to let everyone know of matters that directly affect us all 
and, if changes are made to service provision, we let 
Cheshire East know of any concerns raised.  

We also work with our local police authorities and other 
public sector organisations that provide services. We plan 
to inform residents of issues and events that are taking 
place in our neighbouring areas and which may be of  
nterest as well.  

Your parish council works to ensure that we represent 
our residents and improve our area. Our website and  
social media channels show all that Somerford has to 
offer, what has happened in the recent past and what  
we hope to achieve over the next few years. We want to 
ensure value for money and provide transparency in all 
we do. A major part of this process is hearing from our 



Congleton Link Road (CLR) continues to create a noise 
nuisance for most areas of the parish and the same goes 
for neighbouring parishes. Although many complain of 
vehicle speed it is the noise created by many of these 
vehicles, predominantly motorcycles and deliberately 
adapted cars, which disturbs residents. Fine evenings 
and weekends seem to be the worst times but racing 
motorcycles were reported at 5.30 a.m. recently.   

We believe the answer may be “noise cameras” which 
are being trialled in a number of areas. We will continue 
to investigate the options offered by these devices and, 
if appropriate, support their installation along the CLR 
and possibly Holmes Chapel Road.    

More locally, speed itself is the issue – especially on 
Blackfirs Lane and Chelford Road. Previous 40mph  
limits have quite recently been extended to include the 
whole of these two roads but there continue to be those 
who ignore all types of warning signs. Holmes Chapel 
Road also suffers from substantial traffic along its length, 
the main concern being expressed as large lorries,  
albeit travelling within the speed limit. Here, 40mph is 
too fast given the proximity of the houses to the road 
and we would support any movement to have the limit 
reduced to 30mph.   

We would therefore encourage all residents to display 
an appropriate speed warning sticker on their bins, 
whether it be a;  

• 40mph sign on 40mph roads  

• 20mph on estate roads  

• Slow down, speed kills elsewhere.   

Self-adhesive bin stickers are available from the parish 
council.    

Meanwhile, the issue of 
footpaths continues to be  
a major concern.   

Probably top of the list is 
the situation on Blackfirs 
Lane, which we have  
expressed concern on 
many occasions in the 
past. Some may recall that 
the developers of Blackfirs 
Park, David Wilson Homes, 
agreed to fund and install a 
footpath along virtually the 
whole length of the road 
but, despite it being welcomed in the planning officer’s 
report, it was discreetly removed during the grant 
process. The route is well used by residents, especially 
children walking to school from the Blackfirs Park/ 
Somerford Reach estates and the result can be seen 
with grass tracks worn bare. 

The parish council would like to engage residents in a 
conversation on how the situation can be improved 
whilst maintaining the character of the road. We will  
try to obtain views and ideas with a survey in the near  
future before perhaps putting forward some proposals.



As the number of Somerford residents continues to increase, 
so does the number of dogs! We’ve installed several dog 
bins across the parish at Rhead’s Meadows and on  
Blackfirs Lane. The latest addition is a dog bin at the  
junction of Blackfirs Lane 
and the Chelford Road.  
It already looks as if  
it’s being well used.  
As always, please clear 
up after your dog and 
put your bags in one of 
the bins provided. 

If you’re not near a bin 
then you can take your 
bags home and place 
your waste in the black 
bins as normal. 

Above all, please do 
NOT drop filled bags or 
hang them on hedges 
and trees for others to 
dispose of.

FoulingDog

CLEAN UP  
AFTER YOUR DOG

k

BAG IT AND
BIN IT

k

RESPECT, PROTECT
AND ENJOY THE
COUNTRYSIDE

Please

k
Somerford Chapel
Somerford Chapel closed for its season of services on 24th September and will  
re-open its doors again on Easter Sunday, 31st March 2024, at 2.30pm. 

During the winter months, because parking at the Chapel is on a grass field,  
services will be held instead at the Lady Chapel of St Mary’s Church, Astbury. 

Services then return to Somerford on 31st March 2024 to start our season through 
to the end of September – closing the season with the Harvest Festival.  

We extend a warm welcome to all and hope that you will join us at this unique and 
special place and share in our friendly services.  

The parish council would like to thank all those who work hard to ensure that 
Somerford Chapel is supported, maintained and can continue to provide services 
for the parish, and in particular, Kath and Ken Wainwright.   

For any further information please contact Ken Wainwright on: 01260 273397   

Or email Kath at: kathwainwright@btinternet.com 

ALL SERVICES START 
AT 2.30pm 

  • 3rd December 2023 
      Christmas Service 

  • 7th January 2024 

  • 4th February 2024

ST. MARY’S 
CHURCH 
SERVICES



BIN WASTE AND RECYCLING 
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/waste_and_recycling/bins-waste-and-recycling.aspx 

REPORTING POTHOLES, FLY-TIPPING ETC. 
VIA ‘FIX MY STREET’ 
fixmystreet.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ 

DOG WARDEN SERVICE, NOISE NUISANCE, 
PEST CONTROL ETC.  

www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/business/environmental_health/environmental-health.aspx 

PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL 
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/planning/planning.aspx 

STREET LIGHTING ISSUES 
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/road-maintenance/street-lighting.aspx 

ROADS, PARKING AND TRAVEL 
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/roads-parking-and-travel.aspx

Useful Contacts

We have a similar problem along the hedge boundary 
on Blackfirs Lane with grass mowings being dumped on 
the verge. How much worse will these problems become 
once CEBC start to charge for garden waste bins?  

If you see anyone dumping rubbish of any kind in  
the parish, please try to get details (description,  

car registration etc.) and a photo and let us know.

We have had a busy year with Blackfirs Wood but it  
isn’t finished yet. Many have commented on the  
transformation seen with the wood in the short time we 
have had responsibility for its care. Following on from 
the replacement of the fence on the Blackfirs Lane 
boundary and installation of two pedestrian gates, plus 
creating a footpath in front of that fence, we have now 
agreed further works with local contractor Equator  
Developments Ltd. These will include replacement of  
the fence from the front boundary at the north end of  
the site, along the rear boundary, with chestnut paling 
fencing, to include small animal access points. We also 
propose to re-instate the internal paths to create a hard, 
but permeable, edged surface. We will also upgrade  
the new front path by installing edging and an improved 
surface.   

The battle to eradicate the Himalayan balsam continues 
and we are very much on top of it although it is likely to 
take two or three more seasons before we can claim 
success. One issue we have to solve is the problem of 
neighbouring areas seeding into the Wood. 

It was most disappointing to discover that some lazy and 
inconsiderate environmental vandal had decided that 
Blackfirs Wood was a suitable place to dump garden 
cuttings leaving a forlorn looking parish clerk, Carlton 
Evans, to look on in sheer frustration (see photo). 

Blackfirs Wood

!!!!


