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After a year to forget for the misery which has been 
imposed on the world by a beastly virus, we are 
beginning to make real and tangible progress with
Rhead’s Meadows, the single most ambitious project
ever undertaken by Somerford Parish Council.

During the summer we were able to complete the 
principal hard landscaping on the 9 acre site; post and
wire stock-fencing was erected along Rhead’s Lane and
also around the cycle-track which will link the Somerford
Gate estate to Rhead’s Lane, two dog waste bins installed,
meandering pathways of golden gravel were constructed,
bordered in places by raised soil mounds, and a spiral
mound was formed in the south meadow. To complete
the first stage of the hard landscaping, we have now
taken delivery of two pedestrian / mobility access gates
which we hope to have installed in the next week or so.
We have also ordered two oak benches from a local

craftsman and will be 
constructing bases for 
these and a further base 
for a ‘Welcome’ stone we
have been promised from
Bridestones Quarry.

Monday, 16th November,
saw the start of the planting.
A shrub boundary comprising
approximately 1,200 plants
has been planted along 
the whole of the western
boundary bordering the
properties on Blackfirs Lane
and these will be closely 
followed by eight large 
specimen trees and another

82 saplings. In addition to these, we will be starting the
planting of 14,000 bulbs comprising: 7,000 bluebells,
5,000 narcissus and 2,000 wild daffodils which are 
specially selected for naturalising in grass. We are 
also planning an evergreen hedge along the western
boundary in the North Meadow.

The most exciting recent development has followed on
from a meeting with representatives of the Woodland
Trust who were most impressed with our plans for the
Nature Park and who have agreed to supply us with
1,600 tree and shrub whips, which they will plant for us
at a very substantial discount with the result that we 
expect to have these in place by the end of this year 
or in the early part of next year. These whips will be
planted along the northern and eastern perimeters 
of the site to form a Woodland Walk along those 
boundaries.

Some plans have had to be delayed due to the 
extremely wet conditions we experienced during the 
Autumn. We had intended to sow each side of the paths
and the spiral mound with an amenity grass-seed, 
visitors will see that we managed to get much of the
weed sprayed off from those areas but, unfortunately,
sowing will have to wait for the Spring.  

We plan more hard landscaping, with the addition of
more seating, information boards and the like, and
would welcome any offers of assistance in this area. 
If you would wish to remember a loved one with an 
in-memory gift – with perhaps a dedicated seat or a
tree – we would welcome hearing from you.

Here’s hoping for a brighter future in 2021.

Geoff Bell
Chairman, Somerford Parish Council

Rhead’s Meadows grows into shape



We launched our first Facebook
page on 6th October 2020. We

are aware of the importance of
social media, particularly in 
the current situation, it enables
information and advice to be
sent out to many people quickly

and gives instant access to local
organisations and authorities as

it becomes available. In addition to

this, information regarding all matters within the Parish
for residents and visitors can now be obtained through
Facebook at any time.

For Facebook users we ask that you ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’
the page to receive notification of updates as soon as
they are posted. The page can be found by typing
Somerford Parish Council into the search box within
Facebook or the typing the following link;

www.facebook.com/SomerfordParishCouncil

There are 57 million GP appointments and 3.7 million
A&E visits for self-treatable conditions every year which
costs the NHS an estimated £2.3 billion. An understanding
of self-care means that people feel more confident in
asking pharmacists for healthcare advice and reduces
misuse of GP and A&E services.

Research by PAGB shows that 49% of people would be
more likely to seek advice from a pharmacist instead of 

WHAT TO DO TO KEEP YOURSELF WELL
Local and National Links 

FLU : www.gov.uk/government/collections/annual-flu-programme#2020-to-2021-flu-season

EVERY MIND MATTERS : www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

MIND : www.mind.org.uk/

24/7 LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT : www.livewellservices.cheshireeast.gov.uk/Services/4397

LIVE WELL – CHESHIRE EAST :  www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/livewell/livewell.aspx

ONE YOU – CHESHIRE EAST : www.oneyoucheshireeast.org/

NANTWICH AND RURAL CARE COMMUNITY :  www.nantwichandruralcarecommunity.org/
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a GP for a self-treatable condition if they knew how
much time and money it would save them. Similarly,
24% believe better education about how to treat 
common conditions would make them more likely to
visit a pharmacist instead of a GP.

This demonstrates how important it is to promote the
role of community pharmacists and the benefits, including
convenience and accessibility.

Somerford Parish Council
New Facebook Page

Why SELF-CARE is Important



Since the last newsletter, an onsite meeting between the
Residents Action Group, Parish Council and Roger 
Bebbington, Customer Care Director, Vistry Homes took
place on 29th July 2020.

All issues that had been raised previously were discussed.
We were informed that matters would be looked into
and details of works to be carried would be sent to us at
the beginning of September 2020. Very little had been
reported back to us by 22nd September 2020 and a 
decision by the Residents Action Group was taken that 
a letter would be written to Greg Fitzgerald, CEO of
Vistry Group, as we were extremely disappointed by the
lack of commitment shown.

Joanne Morrison, Mercia Regional Managing Director,
contacted the Residents Action Group the following day,
apologising for the situation that we were facing and
proceeded to set up a line of communication and 
establish regular contact with the group. Fortnightly 
virtual meetings were started on 28th September 2020.
A commitment has been shown as work has started on
rebuilding our trust and ensuring us that a way forward
would be provided. Residents have always been 
consulted by the Residents Action Group and continue
to be included throughout the process to ensure all 
matters are now dealt with by Joanne and her team.

All residents were sent a letter on the 23rd October from
Joanne Morrison, explaining what will be taking place
and giving residents the opportunity to sign up to email
updates along with contact details for any further issues
to raise directly with her.

Bovis have responded very positively and are keen to
complete the site. After several meetings, areas of works
have now been agreed and works schedules are being
drawn up. Most of the outstanding works shall be getting
underway during November 2020. All other outstanding
works should be able to go ahead so most of the estate
will be finished as expected and as soon as possible.

PCSO Sue Holt would like the parish to set up our
own Neighborhood Watch group on Loachbrook
Meadow Estate, Blackfirs Park, Somerford Grove and
any other estate in Somerford. The attached website
is excellent at explaining what process this entails:

www.ourwatch.org.uk/support/support-schemes/
what-scheme-or-area-coordinator

If you have any enquiries contact PCSO Sue Holt at:

suzanne.holt@cheshire.pnn.police.uk

PCSO Sue Holt has informed
our Parish Councillor liaison,
Councillor Gwyneth Derbyshire,
that there is an increase in scams
locally. There have been reports
of the doors of houses and
sheds being tried in Somerford
and West Heath. An attempted
burglary was reported on 
Loachbrook Meadow Estate.

Gwyneth and I had a walk around the site with Joanne
Morrison, on the 11th November 2020. It gave us a
good opportunity to go over all areas of concerns and 
finalise several issues. We feel confident that all issues
not affected by the United Utilities situation will be 
resolved in the near future, but some works may be 
affected by weather conditions.

The main problem regarding the full completion of the
estate has been that of the dispute between Bovis,
Matthews and Leigh, and United Utilities. Talks have
been taking place for 11 months. It has now been 
established that United Utilities are not able to approve
the pipes that were installed and have told Joanne 
Morrison that they must be replaced. This process could
take a couple of years or more to complete. The work
will be carried out in sections and will, unfortunately,
cause a major disruption.

As all parties concerned are still in negotiations, 
Joanne has suggested the unfinished roads are given 
a temporary surface which will improve the current 
situation within the estate. At some point this surface 
will have be dug up for the replacement of the pipes 
and the road will finally be finished once United Utilities
approve the pipes.

Although this is extremely disappointing, we ask that
residents allow us time to talk further with Joanne and
establish exactly what will take place and when. We wish
to ensure that when the work is carried out it will provide
a permanent solution and we shall be not be faced with
problems in later years.

We will keep residents updated via Facebook, the Parish
Council Website or you can email the Residents Action
Group at loachbrookmeadow@gmail.com

Councillor Jeanette Hardman
Loachbrook Meadow Residents Group

LOACHBROOK MEADOW
DEVELOPMENT
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Congleton Link Road & its Roundabouts

CONGLETON LINK ROAD
Will it ever be finished?

Somerford Parish Council as they would like, with our
agreement, to have some input on the appearance of 
the roundabouts.

The main design factors to be considered are:

1. Low maintenance that avoids the need for   
road closures

2. No solid structures on the roundabout

3. Nothing to adversely impact visibility.

Local businesses will have the opportunity to sponsor a
roundabout; you will be allowed to have your company’s
name positioned on the roundabout for a nominal fee
each year. Please contact the Parish Council if you are
interested.

We have agreed to engage with CTC, and will keep you
informed when any progress has been made.

Councillor P Crompton
Vice Chairman

The Congleton Link Road (CLR), which will join the 
A534 Sandbach Road with the A536 Macclesfield Road,
is a 5.7km (that’s 3.54 miles in old money) bypass.
There are no fewer than six roundabouts along the 
road, that’s one every 0.95km, which now have names.
Moving from the south to the north the names are: 
1. Wall Hill, 2. Loachbrook, 3. Radnor, 4. Dane Valley, 
5. Quarry and 6. Eaton Bank, none of which are within
the boundary of Congleton Town. Roundabouts 2 and 
3 are located within the parish of Somerford. All six of
these roundabouts are on a designated ‘fast road’ and
as such need to comply with stringent design conditions.

There is, in fact, a seventh roundabout being constructed
as part of the CLR scheme on Back Lane, Somerford.
Unlike the other six roundabouts, this is on a ‘slow speed’
section of road and as such the criteria for design is less
restrictive than the other six.  

Congleton Town Council (CTC), who are well known for
their attractive roundabout designs, have approached

this proposal, we have also persuaded CE to improve
the Blackfirs Lane/Chelford Road junction with a view 
to reducing the speed at which vehicles leave Chelford
Road and enter Blackfirs Lane. Hopefully, these 
improvements will be in place no later than the opening
of the new road.

We understand that the ‘new Back Lane’, emerging onto
Blackfirs Lane, will be lit, subject to a 30mph(?) speed
limit and a weight restriction of possibly 7.5 tonnes.
Somewhat ironic since we have been lobbying for an
environmental weight limit on Radnor Bank for some
years – ever since CE, in their wisdom, removed the 
previous 10 tonne restriction for Radnor Bridge itself.
The intention is to discourage large vehicles using 
Back Lane as a route to Holmes Chapel Road rather
than using the CLR.

The latest planning grant for the Bellway ‘Somerford
Gate’ estate (on which work is due to start this month)
includes an access directly onto Back Lane which 
was supported by the parish council to reduce traffic
movements from that estate onto Blackfirs Lane.  

We hope that Somerford will find that the new road 
does visibly improve life in the parish by reducing the 
incidence of “rat-running”, but the biggest threat to 
the parish will come from the invisible air pollution 
about which we are learning more on a daily basis –
let’s hope the need for mask wearing will not continue
after the beating of COVID-19.

Geoff Bell – Chairman

We seem to have been living with the Congleton Link
Road (CLR) for many years in Somerford. Well, of
course, we lived with the threat of it long before work on
the ground actually began which was about two years
ago now. When it was started we were told that it would
be completed by ‘Late 2020’, subsequently shortened to
just ‘Late’. The last official date we were given was 27th
January, 2021 – latest unofficial estimate is “the end of
February”. We shall see.

Meanwhile, it has brought some small benefits to 
Somerford residents – GRAHAM, the principal contractors
for the CLR, generously erected about 250 metres of
stock fencing for us at Rhead’s Meadows and they have
now donated and planted a Christmas Tree for the parish
at the corner of Holmes Chapel Road and Sandy Lane
which local CCTV/security specialist Red Spot Fire and
Security of Somerford kindly lit for us.  

There are other promised benefits which we have recently
been discussing with CEBC and for which the parish
council have been lobbying for some time – these 
include a 40mph speed limit on Chelford Road from the
Holmes Chapel Road to a point about 50 metres beyond
the new bridge, which will also extend the existing
40mph for the full length of Blackfirs Lane and along
Holmes Chapel Road to the new roundabout. Alongside

Please complete this survey;

http://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ecminutes/documents/s81351/HWR
C%20New%20Contract%20Service%20Provision%20-%20app%202.pdf

(which can also be accessed from the home page of the CE website) as there
is a proposal to close the waste centre in Congleton.

This means with Arclid waste centre already closed, and a possibility of 
Middlewich, your comments are important.

CONGLETON
WASTE RECYCLING

CENTRE
MAY CLOSE!


