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SOMERFORD PARISH

15 TO BE ABOLISHED

and you, your family and your home are moving to Congleton
Town if Cheshire East Borough Council get their way!

1f you want to stay in Somerford - please tell them!

Cheshire East Borough Council (CEBC) are currently
conducting a Community Governance Review. The draft
for consideration by CEBC proposes that part of
Somerford, including Loachbrook Meadow, Somerford
Grove, Blackfirs Park, Somerford Reach, Blackfirs Lane,
Chelford Road and most of Holmes Chapel Road are
moved into Congleton Town whilst the rural area which
is left, just 107 properties, will join with Hulme Walfield &
Somerford Booth parishes.

If the plan is approved by CEBC, possibly at their
meeting on the 6th April, there will be just 12 weeks of
consultation with local residents before the decision is
made —there will be no route of appeal.

BUT - CEBC MUST take into account the views and
wishes of local residents and if enough residents vote
to retain YOUR PARISH, your wishes should prevail.
Your parish councillors will be working hard to
demonstrate that the plan is flawed and Somerford
should remain as an autonomous parish, with its own
communities and identity.

What has the parish council achieved over the last 5 years?
Here is a small (headline) selection:

® Persuading the RSPB to donate 10 acres of prime
agricultural land to the parish thus saving it from
the certainty of housing development.

® Raising over £150,000 in sponsorship and
donations to create the Rhead’s Meadows Nature
Park on that land.

® Agreed with the Cheshire Wildlife Trust a 99-year
lease on Blackfirs Wood with the intention of
retaining and improving it as a valuable local
resource.

® Working with the CEBC and their main contractors,
Graham, to ensure that the design features of the
Congleton Link Road wherever possible benefit
residents and the construction phase impacts
upon them as little as possible.

® Working with all the major housebuilders in the
parish (Bovis, Anwyl, Barratt David Wilson, Bellway)
to ensure that their developments are completed
in accordance with plans and conditions.

® Constantly lobbying Cheshire East Highways
(CEH) to get improvements on local roads.

® Being persistent in the face of CEBC resistance to
secure a 40-mph speed limit on much of Holmes
Chapel Road and placing a speed indictor/recording
sign on that road.

® Persuading CEH to (i) extend the 40-mph speed
limit to cover the whole of Blackfirs Lane and most

To keep up to date on your parish, please visit; www.somerfordparishcouncil.co.uk



of Chelford Road; (ii) to improve the design of the
junction of those two roads; and (iii) to extend the
pavement at the Back Lane roundabout to avoid

pedestrians have to cross 3 roads rather than one.

The CEBC report states that Somerford has 7 councillors
working solely for the benefit of the 713 electors in the
parish — 102 electors per councillor. If you are moved
into Congleton Town, the likelihood is that you would be
allocated into ‘Ward 4’ which would have 5 councillors
representing 5,791 electors — 1,158 electors per
councillor! And each of those councillors would be just

Every penny raised by Somerford Parish Council, either
from council tax (your money) or in sponsorship is spent
on projects within the parish. How much of the money
you will pay to Congleton Town will be spent in the

area in which you live and how much will be spent on
Congleton Town Centre projects?

A formal consultation by Cheshire East is likely to begin
after the 6th April and we plan to carry out our own
consultation to ensure that we reach out to every one
of you. Any offers to help with canvassing would be
much appreciated.

one voice on a council of 22 members. Geoff Bell - Chairman, Somerford Parish Council

Somerford area to be transferred to Congleton Town (cross-hatched)
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You can see relevant documents via these links:

National Guidance and Case Law
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England — Guidance on community governance reviews
(This is the principal document with which the Cheshire East Borough Council will need to comply)
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/8312/1527635.pdf
Case Law Report — R on the application of Britwell Parish Council (Claimant) - and - Slough Borough Council

(This is a recent (2019) decision of the High Court regarding interpretation of the Guidance in relation to the gauging
of local support for or against the abolition of a parish council.)

https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2019/998.html

Cheshire East Borough Council documents:

The report as submitted by the CEBC officers to the Community Governance review Sub-Committee including the
Terms of Reference, Draft Recommendations and Maps here:

https://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ecminutes/documents/g7944/Public%20reports%20pack%2026th-Feb-
2021%2014.00%20Community%20Governance%20Review%20Sub-Committee.pdf?T=10

(See page 124 for Congleton Area Recommendations; pages 257 and 258 for Congleton Area maps; page 287 for Somerford Map.)
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I'm Not Sure 1 Gan
Agree With That!

Most of Somerford’s rapidly growing households will
have recently received their Cheshire East Borough
Council’s — Council Tax Bill 2021/22. I’'m not sure
how many people actually read it and compared it
with last year’s bill, but here goes, for a Valuation
Band G house the figures are:

COUNCIL TAX BILL

INCREASES

2021/22 2020/21
Cheshire East £2,338.40 2.2% £2,288.52
Adult Social Care £293.32 34.5% £218.12

Somerford Parish £108.85 -10.7% £121.85

Cheshire

Fire Authority £134.78 2.0% £132.15
Cheshire Police

- PCC £375.73 71% £350.73
Total £3,251.08 4.5% £3,111.37

Valuation Band G

The only decrease in the charges is our own Parish
Council’s precept, which has gone down by 10.7%.

| know that the increases are against the backdrop of
the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic and | know
that central government has cut highway maintenance
by 23%, but why build the Congleton Link Road (CLR)?

On that very subject, the Congleton Link Road that is,
there is a certain irony in the comments of Congleton’s

Mayor, ClIr Sally Ann Holland “The new road aims to
relieve traffic congestion in Congleton, freeing up road
space for cyclists and pedestrians and improving air
quality for residents”. If Cheshire East Borough Council
have their way, the Parishes of Somerford, Somerford
Booths, Hulme Walfield and Eaton, through which the
CLR runs, will no longer exist and will become part of
Congleton Town. So all that the CLR will have done is
move the air pollution from one part of Congleton to
another!

The reference to the possible demise of the four
Parishes is a matter of great concern to Somerford
Parish Council and we will be fighting it, but as residents
of Somerford, we will need your help. Save Our Parish!
(What about Save Our Somerford!)

Finally, the one subject that upsets me more than
anything else at the moment (Parish Council wise) is
the debacle over the ‘New Homes Bonus’ scheme?
This was a scheme to compensate those Parishes and
Towns in Cheshire that had suffered most from the
increase in the number of houses being built in
Cheshire.

However, when it came to awarding the first half of the
£2M fund, CEBC awarded the money to the fourteen
highest scored applications, except that they weren’t
the highest scored applications. Numbers 16, 17 and

18 scored higher points than number 14. Five of the
winning applications were to fund salaries of the winning
organisation and not the general public. Finally, there
was only 1 award given to a Parish or Town.

The final straw is that CEBC have decided not to award
the second tranch of the money. I’'m not sure | can agree
with that!

Councillor Paul Crompton
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LOACHBAO0K MeADOW DEVELOPMENT

We are continuing to hold our fortnightly meetings with
Bovis. Since our last update in December 2020, work
has continued around the site. Most of the landscaping
work has been completed, however we identified a few
areas of the estate that have not yet had the trees and
planting installed according to the plans we were
provided with. Bovis are currently checking the plans
for all areas mentioned. A road sign audit is also being
carried out as a number of issues have been raised by
residents.

We had an onsite meeting with the landscapers on 15th
March 2021 and looked at all areas that require clearing
of weeds, grids that needed to be cleared of leaves

and soil, and a much-needed general tidying up of the
estate. The grass cutting was also discussed, the main
field at the front will be cut short. Shrubs will be trimmed
to fence height. The community park will have longer
grass with mown paths and will be a more natural
environment to encourage wildlife to return. The Cheshire
railings and kissing gates are to differentiate the estate
area and the community park area.

Fencing repairs have been carried out and the second
bridlegate has been installed. The Cheshire railings,
kissing gates, benches and interpretation boards for the
community park are awaiting installation.

We are concerned that some of the safety issues that
have been raised previously have yet to be addressed.
Particularly the installation of bollards around the site in
areas that were identified as a concern over a year ago.
Installation work is due to take place in the next few
weeks, but we have already had a couple of missed
start dates which is not very satisfactory considering
safety issues were stated as being a priority in August
2019 by Bovis.

There is an ongoing issue with the drainage in the
Children’s Play Park. Land drainage is to be installed,
once the work has been completed the rest of the trees
and shrubs will be planted. The planting will also help
with any excess water. It is hoped the Play Park can be
opened once all the works have been completed.

Other issues of concern have yet to be addressed
including repairs to kerb stones around the site, securing
loose manhole covers, addressing trip hazards on
pavements on the unfinished roads, sunken grids,
uneven surfaces and temporary ramps that are
disintegrating due to the length of time they have been
present. We have also asked that all the temporary
bollards are removed from the site unless used for
safety reasons.

We met with Chris Booth from Cheshire East Highways,
the Section 278 works on Holmes Chapel Road are to
go ahead in the next few months. These include the
completion of the ditch consisting of back filling with stones
then topping with soil and daffodil planting. Applying the
final surface to the pavement, the relocation of the bus
stops, posts and signs, the completion of the 2m wide
footpath where the Parish notice board and benches are.
The improvement to the Holmes Chapel Road pavement
at its junction with Blackfirs Lane to ensure compliant
visibility splays and installation of tactile paving.

Footway improvement to connect existing footways
on Holmes Chapel Road and Longdown Road with
commensurate signage.

The Section 278 works will be carried out all at the same
time as the traffic flow will be affected due to the works.

There is no progress regarding the dispute with Bovis,
Matthews and Leigh and United Utilities. Talks are still
ongoing, we will be updated as soon as any progress
is made.

We urge all residents of Loachbrook Meadow who use
Facebook to join the residents only Loachbrook
Meadow Residents Group. This enables us to keep you
all informed in real time as works take place around the
site, especially if roads/access are to be affected. It is
vital to have your feedback on any issues or concerns
regarding the completion of the site.

You can also email us at: loachbrookmeadow@gmail.com

Councillors Jeanette Hardman and
Gwyneth Derbyshire

BELLWAY HOMES

Recent weeks have seen the site secured with new fencing and
significant earth works on what will be the new Bellway Homes
development off Blackfirs Lane. Much to the disappointment of
residents whose exercise routines have crisscrossed the site with
numerous new paths! Current efforts by the developer seem to be
concentrated on building access to the site.

It has been noted that workman have been using Blue Cedar Way
and the grass verges on Blackfirs Lane to park, the Parish Council
is keeping an eye on the situation and notify the developer should
this persist.

Councillor A Powers




Despite all the challenges of the last year Rhead’s
Meadows has made tremendous progress. Right from
the start when the Parish Council took ownership of the
site a new stock fence was installed up the length of the
access to Blackfirs Farm with a new hedge planted
inside this — more recently the fence and hedge has
been extended around the boundary with Blackfirs
Farm, this marks the route for a cycle path that will

link the new Bellway estate, that has now started
development, to the farm access and public right of
way down to Blackfirs Lane.

The big infrastructure project has been the installing of
the paths across Rhead’s Meadows and these have

certainly proved successful and popular with the many
visitors, walkers and dog walkers, joggers, wheelchairs,
pushchairs and toddler cyclists. The other big task was

the deep ploughing and sowing for the two large sections

of wildflower meadow — hopefully by the summer we
will see the early results of this meadow. Already visitors
can see the results of the earlier bulb planting in various
locations around the meadows, these should establish
themselves this year and provide a better show next
year.

Last autumn saw the planting of screening all up the
western boundary of the meadows which will screen
properties and provide important habitat for much wildlife.
In the northern meadow where the boundary to properties
has been more open additional laurel screening was
also planted — although much of this has been badly
affected by the flooding over the winter period, so we
will have to monitor this area to see how much will take
and grow. This last winter has seen the worst flooding
anyone can remember in the area with both Rhead’s
Meadows and Blackfirs Wood badly affected —




Parish Council are in discussions with Bellway to see
what can be done to mitigate against any future flooding
as this neighbouring site develops.

One the biggest and most noticeable changes to the
meadows has been the planting of nearly a hundred
trees, many of which are now starting to bud. In the last
few weeks’ we have seen the orchard section planted

just south of the mound. The mound itself and inside the
path surrounding it has now been turfed, as has the
smaller triangle in the northern meadow. Both these
areas now have splendid solid oak rustic benches for
people to sit and enjoy the meadows.

At the southern and north east entrances new access
gates have also been fitted and of course the Welcome
to Rhead’s Meadows stone sits just inside the southern
entrance. The Parish Council welcomes everyone to
Rhead’s Meadows — we just request all treat the area
with the respect that nature deserves. There will shortly
be a new signage at each entrance requesting dogs be
on a lead or under close control. The Parish Council
have provided two dog waste bins and these have been
well used — thank you. However, we do kindly ask that
all dog owners respect other meadow users and pick up
after their dogs.

Looking forward we have lots more planned for the
coming weeks, including:

e 1700 more trees and shrubs to be planted to
create a woodland walk along the northern and
eastern boundaries

e The grassed areas adjacent to the paths will
seeded with grass

e 14 birch trees to be planted to create a copse in
the north meadow

e Installation of a third oak bench

It is fair to say many have helped to get Rhead’s
Meadows to where it is today, but none of this would
have possible without the tireless energy and work that
Julie Mason and Geoff Bell have put into this fantastic
nature amenity.

Richard Crookes
Somerford Parish Councillor

J Ashbrook’s Ltd
Inclosure Trust
William Deans Trust
RSPB
FCC Communities
Mr C Porter

The Parish Council would like to thank all the companies
and individuals who have helped us with the RSPB land
being planted into Rhead’s Meadows;

CE Section 106 monies

Bellway Homes

GRAHAM construction

Ms E Oxenham
Woodland Trust
Sibelco




PARISH ACCOUNTS 2020/21

Opening Balance 2020/21 Sales
= £52,318.41

Income - Precept £40,000
+ Donations £31,100
= £123,418.41

Outgoings 2020/21
= £98,146.70 (AS ABOVE)

Predicted Closing Balance 2020/21

== £25,271 .71 * Clerks salary " Professioanl Fees
* Grants *RSPB
The precept is set by the parish council each November: Communication * Training
for the financial year 2020-2021 it is £40,000, which " Meeting fees Memberships
corresponds to a Band D rate of £65.31. * Community

ANNUAL PARISH
Q COUNCIL MEETING 2021 Q

VIA ZOOM £00m

Everybody is welcome to attend our Annual Parish Meeting on
Monday, 19th April, 2021, at 7.30pm

Attendance on Zoom and please contact the Clerk if you wish to attend:
jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com

Topic: My Meeting
To join the Zoom Meeting;
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/849230066987?pwd=ck530FpOUE13WVNNaEg2MzRKMUxuUTO09
Meeting ID: 849 2300 6698  Passcode: 978703

AGENDA

e Welcome and Apologies ¢

e To approve minutes from the last Parish Meeting — 29th April 2019 o
as last year’s meeting was cancelled

e Chairman’s Report e
¢ Presentation on Community Governance Review by your Parish Councillors e
¢ Questions and Answers o




