
SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL NEWSLETTER 2019

Do you care about where you live? Are you passionate about your
community? If so, you could make a great local councillor. Stand for
election and make a local change.

WHAT IS A LOCAL COUNCIL?
Local council is a universal term for community, village, neighbourhood, 

and are statutory bodies. They serve communities and are elected by
residents. They can raise their own precept (a form of council tax).
There are 10,000 local councils in England and 120,000 councillors who
serve on these local councils.

WHAT DO LOCAL COUNCILS DO?
Your local council has overall responsibility for the well-being of your
local community. Their work falls into three main categories:

   Delivery of services
   Improve the quality of life for residents
   Give communities a democratic voice

BECOMING A LOCAL COUNCILLOR
As a local councillor, you can become a voice for your community and
make a real change. Local councillors are community leaders and
represent the interests of the communities they serve. Local councillors
have three main responsibilities: Decision-making, Monitoring, Getting
involved locally.

GETTING ELECTED
To stand for election to a local council you must:

   Be a UK or Commonwealth citizen; or be a citizen of
     the Republic of Ireland or be a citizen of another
     Member State of the European Union
   Be 18 years old 

All nomination packs have to be returned by 3rd April, 2019.
Please contact Ms Julie Mason jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com 
or telephone 01260 641854 for more details.
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To keep up to date on your parish, please visit; www.somerfordparishcouncil.co.uk



have commenced
works on the new
CONGLETON
LINK ROAD

Construction of Congleton Link Road has now started
and this, as it develops, will devastate our parish for, at
least, the next two years and most probably well into the
future. Unfortunately, it is happening, and we will have 
to learn to live with the disruption, as difficult as this may
be, as the project moves forward. Radnor Bank continues
to cause concern as the weight limit on Radnor Bridge
has, without any consultation with Somerford Parish
Council, been lifted by Cheshire East Council. There 
are traffic and safety issues on a daily basis as large 
vehicles using the bank cause continuous road 
blockages. The Parish Council is in consultation with
Cheshire East Highways and the Traffic Management 
Officer of the Cheshire Constabulary in an attempt to
pursue a satisfactory outcome to the situation.

Blackfirs Lane continues to cause highway problems,
mainly due to the development of the DWH site. The
verges are being damaged by HGV’s using the lane and
the SPC is liaising with both Andrew Taylor, (Planning 
Director for DWH, North West Region) and Cheshire
East Highways in an attempt to resolve these issues.
The Council is also investigating the initial plan put 
forward in the DWH application for a footpath along
Blackfirs Lane from their housing development to 
Longdown Road. As this was not carried forward into
the S106 agreement we are at the present time awaiting
answers from Cheshire East's Planning Department.

Due to safety issues for pedestrians, and through the
hard work and persistence of our SPC Clerk, Julie Mason,
the footpaths along the A54, from West Lodge to
Chelford Road, have been swept and sided out making
them much wider. This has taken longer than we first 
envisaged, but has thankfully, now been completed. 

Somerford Parish Council continues to work on your 
behalf with both Cheshire East Highways and Cheshire
East Council. We do not always get the solutions and
answers we would wish for but despite the many hurdles
put in our way we do try our very best.

Cllr. K Wainwright

GRAHAM have started work on the 5.5km link road. 
The route for the link road will run to the north of 
Congleton, just south of Eaton. It will link the A534
Sandbach Road, near its junction with Sandy Lane, 
to the A536 Macclesfield Road, near its junction with
Moss Lane and provide a new crossing at the river Dane.
It will also create road connections to both the Congleton
Business Park and Radnor Park Trading Estate.

Pre-construction works have commenced, these include
erecting new fencing and creating an access to 
Loachbrook for the new Loach Brook bridge which will
be constructed later this year. Works on Back Lane are
well underway and are planned to be completed in July
this year. 

There will be a noticeable change to the landscape not
only in Somerford but across the whole route of the 
project. To mitigate the impact, there will be six new 
ecological ponds created, 16km of hedgerows, 
33 hectares of new grassland, 10 hectares of woodland
and shrubs including over 380 new trees. 

GRAHAM have a team of over 30 people including 
Supervisors, Engineers and Ecologists based full-time 
on the project. Forming part of the GRAHAM team is
Dan Cawthra who is the Stakeholder & Communications
Officer. Dan has been meeting residents and stakeholders
affected by the scheme, communicating what the effect
of the construction work will be and listening to any 
concerns.

HIGHWAYS
REPORT

Welcome to all our
new residents

Somerford Parish Council would like 
to wish a warm welcome to all the new 
residents on the Loachbrook Bovis 
estate, the Somerford Grove Anwyl

estate and the recent Black Firs Park
David Wilson estate.

Please feel welcome to attend our 
Parish meeting on the 29th April 2019.



One of Somerford Parish Council’s most challenging
tasks in the last year has been to engage with the various
housing developers to ensure we have a dialogue that 
at the end of the day influences them to improve the 
situations we are all impacted by, whether that is traffic to
site, machine start times, signage/cones, deterioration of
road/lane surfaces, damage to verges, site finishing and
many others. This of course is all without any statutory
powers. Often this has necessitated the involvement of
CEC/Highways where their responsibilities cross or take
over from the developers, which doesn’t make for the
prompt action that we always want to see. All that said, 
I believe we (SPC) are making a difference and we will
continue to engage to influence both current sites and
future planned ones despite all the remaining challenges.

Let’s take a status view across the current sites:

BOVIS – LOACHBROOK

The Bovis site is nearly completed and residents have
naturally been wanting to know when the long-promised
landscaping will be completed. CEC planning 
enforcement team have recently visited the site. Action
does now appear to be being taken by Bovis on the
Loachbrook site regarding landscaping and footpaths.

The footpath/bridleway which emerges between Anwyl
development and Congleton High School playing fields
onto Holmes Chapel Road was being worked on from
Friday 8th February and the bridge links also appear to
have been started. 

We will be watching and reviewing developments closely
to ensure it is completed to plan.

DAVID WILSON HOMES

With this site I am sure we will all have a view on the most
vexing issues. However, the ones I hear most regularly
are about the damage to the verges – both the main 
triangle verge and those maintained by residents – and 
of course we have been seeing for several months now
deliveries into the site via the show home entrance on
Black Firs where lorries too large for the entrance and
lane are regularly damaging both residents and the DWH
planted verges. 

SPC have consistently engaged with DWH over all issues
and we do see action as a result of continual prompting.
The above issues are of course good examples of those
that actually fall under CEC Highways and not just DWH
responsibility.

My personal wish would be for DWH to take a more
proactive approach as many of these issues are 
repeating themselves – rather than what appears to be

HOUSING NEWSLETTER the reactive responses we get after going back to them
each time.

After the latest meeting with DWH they have agreed to
move the road name signs back towards the hedge line
and clear a lot of the debris from the verges – which has
come from both their site and the various utilities work.
Of course welcome as this is I am minded to point out
that we are still awaiting the removal of the paved brick
area that has encroached through the hedge line and on
to the verge by over a metre at the show home entrance.
This was raised over a year ago now and action promised.

This next update around a potential site entrance on
Chelford Road will no doubt get a mixed reception – with
those living in Blackfirs Lane as well our new SP residents
within Black Firs Park welcoming it as something likely to
relieve at least in part some of the disruption they face
daily. The information we have on the access onto
Chelford Road from DWH is that work is scheduled to
start before the end of February. Once the new access
connects through to the main part of the site it could
then potentially be used as an access for deliveries and 
construction. Although it would be several months 
before this could happen.

SOMERFORD BOOTHS HALL

Although not within our parish this site is adding to the
perfect storm of site traffic for DWH, the Link road and the
Back Lane developments. Particularly because of the site
traffic movements around school start/end time and all of
our daily commutes which leads to regular chaos with
standing traffic on Chelford Road and Radnor Bank whilst
lorries try to negotiate lanes just not designed for this.

Cllr. R Crookes

ALL SERVICES AT 2.30PM

• Easter Sunday 21st April : Holy Communion

• 5th May : Evensong

• 2nd June : Evensong

• 7th July : Evensong

• 4th August : Evensong

• 1st September : Evensong

• 29th September : Harvest Festival

• 15th December : Christmas Carol Service

If you would like to support us in keeping the
Chapel open please help us by joining the Chapel
Lottery. It costs just £12 per year with four draws

per year and four prizes in each draw. 

Contact Ken or Kath Wainwright for further details:
01260 273397 or 

kathwainwright@btinternet.com

Please register on our website for all our updates
www.somerfordparishcouncil.co.uk

SOMERFORD
CHAPEL SERVICES



You may have heard of the proposed nature park on land
which is promised to be sold by the RSPB to the Parish
Council for a nominal amount – the total area is circa 9.1
acres and is situated behind the houses to the east of
Blackfirs Lane. Adjacent to this site there is a proposed
housing site totalling about 26.4 acres which includes
land belonging to both private landowners and the RSPB. 
The housing land has outline planning permission for 
approximately 170 houses but to date has not been sold.
We believe a developer/builder withdrew last year but
now a different company is negotiating with the three
landowners.
This has delayed any progress the Parish Council and
RSPB has been able to undertake, although a local 
contractor has been engaged to prepare the nature 
park land by rolling and seeding so it is ready for future

planting. Upon completion of the housing land sale, the
Parish Council has been promised at least £75,000 by the
RSPB to assist with set-up costs and future maintenance.
Additionally we recently submitted a bid to the Cheshire
East funding scheme New Homes Bonus Community
Fund which has £2m to be allocated over a two-year 
period. Unfortunately, we were unsuccessful with our 
first bid but we do intend to bid in the second round this
year and, as we scored highly this year, we are hopeful 
of success. 
Together with the RSPB we will be organising a public
consultation once we have some certainty of funding 
but in the meantime we have arranged a small 
presentation at our Annual Parish meeting on 29th April
by the appointed landscaper, Miss Alex Froggatt, so
please do come along.

Blackfirs Lane has for many years been a sleepy country
lane with wide grass verges much cherished by the 
residents. In recent years there have been a few 
additional houses built and traffic has increased as 
drivers heading south from the Manchester/Macclesfield
roads have cut off through the back lanes hoping to
avoid the rush-hour traffic on the A34 through Congleton
but generally there has been no demand for a footpath. 
This all changed when the Somerford Triangle was first
granted planning permission, at the time for 170 houses,
back in 2013. With much talk of sustainability and 
connectivity, and growing attempts to encourage people
out of cars and onto cycles and legs, it was proposed
that a footpath should be constructed along Blackfirs
Lane. This would enable people to walk safely to the
West Heath shopping precinct as well as to Blackfirs 
Primary School and Congleton High School. Indeed land
promoters and developers included the proposal in their

various planning applications and CEBC planners 
included the proposition in their reports justifying grant –
see most recently this report:
https://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/documents/
s53874/16%205156C.pdf 
As far as the parish council was aware, this was a given,
the developers/builders would be required to construct 
a footpath along the length of Blackfirs Lane, from the
Somerford Triangle development (now known as Blackfirs
Park) to the Holmes Chapel Road. However, when asked
by a resident as to when they might expect to see 
construction of the footway, an enquiry of the planning
department elicited the following response: “Looking
quickly at the minutes (i.e. the decision made by Members)
I can find no reference to the provision of a footpath, 
although there are other highways contributions (bus
stop/junction improvements) in the 106, so it appears 
this was not included in the requirements of the planning
permission issued”. 
This is a remarkable and somewhat troubling state of 
affairs. Whether or not one is in favour of a footway, we
should be able to expect a degree of certainty as to
whether or not there is a requirement to construct one.
What is equally concerning is the fact that when one
searches the CE planning portal under reference 16/5156C
for a copy of the officer’s report, it is (or was) missing. 
Of course, we expect to see another 200 (or so) houses
built to the east of Blackfirs Lane with a possible start
date within the next 12 months adding further to the 
demand for “connectivity”. The Parish Council would be
interested to learn your views; Should Blackfirs Lane
have a footpath?

Cllr. G Bell – Chairman, Somerford PC

Should Blackfirs Lane
have a footpath?



ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Everybody is welcome to 
attend our Annual Parish 
Meeting on 29th April 
2019, 7.30pm. There 
will be cheese and wine 
upon arrival.
AGENDA
• Welcome and Apologies
• To approve minutes from the last Parish

Meeting – 14th May 2018
• Chairman’s Report
• Presentation to include;

i.    An update on the RSPB land from 
     Ms Alexandra Froggatt
ii.   A history of Somerford from 
     Cllr P Crompton
iii.   An overview on the Congleton Link 
     Road from Cllr G Bell
iv.   An overview of the Black Firs Nature 
     Park from Cllr R Crookes

• Questions and Answers

PARISH ACCOUNTS
The opening balance 2018 = £6,889.46 

Income = £15,659.24
Outgoings = £13,820.69

and the Closing balance = £8,728.01
Precept 2018/19 = £14,000

However, perhaps the greatest threat on the horizon 
to the existence of the Parish of Somerford is the 
forthcoming Community Governance Review. Once
the elections of the 2nd May are concluded, Cheshire
East Borough Council propose to commence this 
review which, amongst other things, will include a 
review of town and parish boundaries. It is an open 
secret that there is a suggestion from some quarters
that all that area of Somerford enclosed within the
Congleton Link Road would fit nicely into the 
neighbouring town boundaries – and contribute 
handsomely to the town’s future projects – whatever
they may be. So, if you are a resident of Somerford
Parish and wish to remain one of our valued 
parishioners, or simply do not want to be subsumed
into the neighbouring town, please ensure you make
yourself aware of the Review when it happens and 
respond to the consultation process indicating your
views when you get the chance. Further information
regarding this review can be found here:
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/council_and_
democracy/community-governance/community-
governance-reviews.aspx
Please do make some time to attend our parish council
meetings in the coming months and, if you are so 
inclined, put yourself forward for election onto the
parish council in May.

Cllr. G Bell – Chairman, Somerford PC

As we enter the Year of the Pig, it is apparent that
there is to be no let-up in the pace of change in this
once peacefully quiet rural back-water. Development
continues apace with once green fields now well and
truly brutalised by concrete and red-brick, and soon 
to be joined by others. The main driver of all this 
development, the Congleton Link Road, is also 
beginning to have a real effect upon our community
with the main contractors, Graham, having commenced
the widening of Back Lane by cutting down the mature
trees which once lined this, soon to be lost forever,
walker’s and wildlife retreat.
You will read elsewhere in this Newsletter about the
various issues which continue to cause concern for
the parish council – maintaining a reasonable and 
safe living environment amongst all the construction
activity, trying to persuade Cheshire East officer’s to
see things from a resident’s viewpoint, ensuring that
developers keep their obligations and promises 
regarding access, connectivity and the public open
space areas of their developments, progressing the
much delayed Rhead’s Meadows Nature Park with the
RSPB, talking with the Cheshire Wildlife Trust about
the future of Black Firs Nature Reserve. We will 
continue to lobby, and if necessary pester and
threaten, these various bodies and organisations 
with the sole aim of ensuring, as far as possible, that
Somerford continues to be a pleasant place to live. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2019




