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A campaign under the banner “Save Our Somerford”, 
organised by Somerford Parish Council and supported 
by over 700 Somerford residents, has been recognised 
by the Cheshire East Borough Council in their  
Community Governance Review, stating in their report 
“It is apparent that many residents object strongly to 
the abolition of their Parish Council”. Somerford Parish 
Council thanks their local community for their support 
and welcomes the decision by Cheshire East Borough 
Council to not only largely retain the current parish 
boundaries but to enlarge them so that the Turnstone 
Grange development on Back Lane is moved into the 
Somerford parish from Congleton Town.  

The Somerford Parish Council engaged pro-actively  
with the process from the outset and strongly opposed 
the draft proposal to abolish the parish and move all  
that area within the Link Road into Congleton, with the 
remainder merging with Hulme Walfield and Somerford 
Booths. The Parish Council’s arguments against this 
proposal, set out in a 30-page Response document, 
pointed to the evidence gathered in the Parish Council’s 
own consultations which showed that the residents were 
principally concerned with the inevitable of loss of sense 
of place, loss of community cohesion and identity, loss 
of neighbourhood democracy, loss of financial acumen 
and loss of potential for future achievement of the Parish 
Council.  

The Community Governance Review team clearly listened 
to the representations from Somerford Parish Council 
and its residents, drastically changing their original draft 
proposal of abolition to one wholeheartedly supporting 
the retention of the parish as an independent entity and 
enlarging it. The report acknowledged that Somerford 
and its residents have a separate identity to that of  
Congleton, with residents in the newly developed areas 
of the parish valuing the semi-rural nature of their locality.   

The Somerford Parish Council response document also 
included two further proposals: 

(i) that the boundary between Somerford and  
Congleton in the Radnor area should be changed 
so that it ran along the line of Back Lane rather 
than along a less obvious field boundary between 
Turnstone Grange and the adjacent proposed 
Astbury Park development. This would result  
in the 140 properties on Turnstone Grange,  
marketed by Miller Homes as being located in  
the “aspirational parish” of Somerford, will now 
in fact be in Somerford, and; 

(ii) that a confusing boundary line between Somerford 
and Brereton, which resulted in next-door  
neighbours being in different parishes, should  
be resolved. This has in fact been decided in 
favour of moving 11 properties into Brereton 
from Somerford. We regret losing these valued 
residents but know that they will be well served 
by the Brereton Parish Council. 

It has been a long and arduous journey for the parish 
over a period of over three years and we thank all those 
who have worked tirelessly to ensure the views of the 
parish residents were obtained and put forward clearly 
and succinctly. We are delighted that Cheshire East  
listened to the views of the local community and  
recognised how well local governance is working in 
Somerford. The parish has changed much in the last 
decade, and will continue to change, but the parish 
council will strive to ensure that it remains a truly  
aspirational place to live and treasure our rural roots  
and values.  

Incidentally, you may have seen an article in the ‘Bear 
Necessities’ newsletter produced by Congleton Town 



Council – www.congleton-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/ 
2022/05/Bear-Necessities-Spring-2022-Master.pdf. In it, 
the writer bemoans the loss of 2,500 new homes, saying 
“It was always expected that the 2,500 new homes…
would become part of Congleton … This means that 
Congleton will lose out on around £250,000 a year in 

local tax income which could have boosted regeneration 
in the town”. Who said they were only after your money? 
Whilst most council tax charges increased, the Somerford 
precept this year reduced by over 16%! 

Geoff Bell – Chairman, Somerford Parish Council

Our Facebook page has been up 
and running for two years now 
and we are pleased to see 
many of you are staying up to 
date with matters that concern 
Somerford and the surrounding 
areas. Facebook enables us to 

get information out to our users 
in real time. It is particularly  

useful to share information relevant 
to all our community and life within 

Somerford. Other authorities can share information with 
us regarding their services, facilities offered, updates on 
traffic, road conditions and weather alerts.  

As the population of Somerford is increasing, we would 
like to hear from our parishioners, what would you like 
to see within our Facebook page?  

We would also like to share your photos of events  
within Somerford. As we have all been celebrating the 
Platinum Jubilee recently it would be great to include 
your photo’s of street parties and events that took place 
within our community.  

If you have been enjoying our open public spaces or  
if you wish to send us photos of any areas around  
Somerford you may wish to highlight, please do.  
We welcome all feedback from the community. 

Unfortunately, we have noticed an increase with the 
numbers of fly-posting around the Parish, particularly 
along the link road. Somerford has a zero-tolerance  
policy on fly-posting as we wish to maintain the rural  
aspect of our area. Not only are these posters unsightly, 
but they can also be a distraction to roads users. All 
posters/banners within the parish will be removed. For 
any event would organisers please send in details of 
such local events to be included on our Facebook page. 
You can reach many people easily and provide links to 
your own pages or websites for people to obtain further 
information. 

We hope that the Facebook page is a good reflection of 
life within the parish and all that is offered. It is important 
to all we do and we hope to continue to have a lot of 
input from our parishioners. 

Please visit our Facebook page; 

www.facebook.com/SomerfordParishCouncil 
and our website;  

www.somerfordparishcouncil.co.uk/ 
Please send any photos, notification of events etc to;   

jhardman@somerfordparishcouncil.co.uk 
Councillor Jeanette Hardman

FACEBOOK Somerford Parish Council

SOMERFORD PARISH  
COUNCIL IS RECRUITING!
It is sad that I must say thank you and farewell to two very 
active and dedicated members of the Parish Council.  

Allan Power, a resident of Blackfirs Park who joined the 
Parish Council in July 2019, found that his ability to  
contribute diminished due to increased responsibility  
in his work and therefore took the difficult decision to 
step aside. He said that he had enjoyed his time as a 
Parish Councillor and “was in awe at what it delivers”. 
He added “I remain a committed resident of Somerford, 
a supporter of Somerford Parish Council and a willing 
volunteer/organiser/rabble rouser whenever you need 
one.”  

Richard Crookes, a long-term resident of Blackfirs Lane 
who joined the Council in July 2017, has also left his 
role as a Parish Councillor, having left the area at the 

end of May. Richard was very committed to both the 
Rhead’s Meadows and Blackfirs Wood projects and he 
will be missed for his insight and determination to help 
maintain the rural aspects of the parish.  

Thank you to you both, Allan and Richard, for your  
valued contribution to the parish and especially your  
determination to see Somerford survive as an  
independent parish.  

Consequently, we have two opportunities for local  
residents to fill those big shoes – could it be you?  
You will see elsewhere in this Newsletter our recruitment 
advert – please consider it carefully and step forward if 
you feel able to contribute. 

Geoff Bell – Chairman, Somerford Parish Council



We were hoping that by the time this Newsletter was 
published we would be reporting that the roads were 
completed, and all outstanding maintenance works 
around the site were finished. However, once again  
residents are left with very little information other than 
the usual promise of meetings and teams getting back 
to Joanne Morrison, Bovis Mercia Regional Managing 
Director, with a schedule of works. Meeting dates keep 
passing by and no news is forthcoming. 

Residents have been asking for the site to be completed 
since 2019, at that time Bovis seemed to be ready to 
leave the site with a lot of work still to be carried out. 
Residents had bought houses with the promise of a 
rural environment with lots of green open spaces to 
enjoy. Work on the community park did not start until 
late 2019, residents missed out on enjoying the open 
spaces for many years. Essential access to Holmes 
Chapel Road and a pavement to allow a safe route for 
pedestrians was only completed in 2020, yet the first 
residents moved in during the end of 2014. 

It is hard to understand how a major residential  
development of 200 households can be left in such a  
situation. We have asked Cheshire East to assist, but 
they say it is a private matter. Cheshire East approved 
planning permission with special conditions. We will 
continue to ask Cheshire East to take positive action  
to ensure the estate is built according to the approved 
plans and protect their council taxpayers. 

Bovis seem to be quite happy to let this matter continue 
over many years, but what about their customers, who 
all bought houses with the promise of a lovely rural  
environment, now having to tolerate not quite a green 
and pleasant land! 

The estate is starting to look uncared for. Landscaping 
has never been carried out satisfactorily. Cheshire railings 
are starting to rust, benches need re-varnishing, dead 
trees need replacing, areas of block paving need repairs, 

grids need to be 
cleared of soil 
and leaves and 
moss to be 
cleared from 
paving, damaged 
kerb stones need 
to be repaired, 
sacrificial tarmac 
and temporary 

ramps are breaking up all around the estate. We still 
have all the trip hazards on the unfinished roads and 
pavements. 

Fiona Bruce MP has taken the matter to the House of 
Commons twice on behalf of the residents group in  
addition to writing to Greg Fitzgerald, CEO of Bovis and 
recently also writing to Steve Mogford CEO of United 
Utilities. Letters have previously been sent to Lorraine 
O’Donnell, Chief Executive of Cheshire East. 

The Parish Council have supported residents continuously 
and have also written to Cheshire East Planning  
numerous times and to Sam Corcoran, Leader of 
Cheshire East. No one as yet from Cheshire East has 
stepped forward to help the residents by supporting 
them and ensuring this matter can be brought to a  
satisfactory conclusion within an acceptable timeframe.  

So where are we now? Residents are still awaiting some 
positive news regarding the roads being tarmacked. 
There is still the uncertainty of the situation with the drains 
and the issues with running sand. If United Utilities don’t 
accept the drains, what next? 

There has been no mention of all the other works being 
completed and we have never had an explanation as to 
why all the works around the site that are not affected by 
the drains were just stopped. ‘No parking’ signs have 
just been installed on one area of the estate and we 
have no idea why! Is it an indication that some works 
may be taking place in that area soon? 

In the time we have been waiting for news on the  
outcome of the on-going dispute between Bovis, 
Matthews and Leigh and United Utilities, the rest of the 
estate could have been brought up to the promised 
standards. Months keep passing us by and this all 
seems to be acceptable to Bovis. Residents and our  
environment are just not a priority it seems. 

The regular meetings with the residents group, that had 
been taking place with Joanne Morrison and Roger  
Bebbington, Customer Care Director, were stopped. 
There was a promise of regular communication with  
residents. Only two letters in nine months and no 
progress is just not good enough. 

Those who moved to the estate in 2014, were probably 
not expecting still to be waiting to see a finished site in 
2022! 

The estate has so much to offer, and many people 
chose to live here because of all 
they were promised, they have  
received great support from Fiona 
Bruce and Somerford Parish Council 
and will continue to do so until the 
estate is completed.  

It is such a shame that we have all 
been let down greatly by others. 

Councillors Jeanette Hardman 
and  
Gwyneth Derbyshire

LOACHBROOK MEADOW



WOLSTENHOLME ELMY WAY – The First 12 Months
It really doesn’t seem like five minutes since we reported on the 
grand opening of the Congleton Link Road (CLR) as Wolstenholme 
Elmy Way back in April 2021 and whether it would solve the  
congestion in town OR just bring it outwards to the numerous 
parish roundabouts.  

Twelve months have now elapsed, it would seem that the road has 
always been there, the vegetation screening is now starting to  
establish and we are sure that this will mature over the coming years.  

The noise, however, is more difficult to hide from, during the week 
days this is just a low level hum drum of traffic noise. But wait for 
the nice evenings, weekend early mornings and late afternoons to 
bring on the motor bikes and sports cars who use the Somerford, 
Hulme Walfield and I’m sure, the Eaton end of the road as a  
personal race track! 

All the parishes concerned are in close contact with the Police and 
are pushing for traffic calming measures to be introduced, we really 
do not want any fatalities to occur (or indeed have to occur) before 
this can be put in place. 

On a brighter note, everybody may be aware that a large section of 
Wolstenholme Elmy Way, from the Radnor roundabout up to Eaton 
at the A34 including Barn Road, was closed for the day on Sunday 
19th June for filming!?! 

So, as they said in the film ‘The Full Monty’ for one night only or,  
in our case, ‘1 day’ only, Wolstenholme Elmy Way was renamed 
‘Old Peppermill Lane’, for the filming by Disney Plus of a new comic 
adaption 25 years on from the original ‘The Full Monty’, with all of 
the cast returning. 

The Radnor to Barn Road section was being used to film Paul  
Barber, “Horse” from ‘The Full Monty’, or, as more people may  
affectionately remember him, “Denzil”, from Only Fools & Horses, 
driving a wacky mobility scooter whilst holding up the traffic, led by 
a large truck and narrowly avoiding a catastrophic accident with  
oncoming traffic at the Barn Road roundabout.   

Let us hope that any proceeds taken by the local authority from  
Disney for the closure of our public highway for a full day, are 
ploughed back into the necessary ‘Road Safety’ improvements that 
are required for Wolstenholme Elmy Way. 

Councillor Simon Hughes

Millions of scam emails are sent each year offering  
non-existent cash. These emails can be forwarded to  
report@phishing.gov.uk 

Posts on Facebook and WhatsApp offering free products 
or competitions are often used to collect users details. 
They can then bombard a user with adverts, scam emails 
or calls. 

Phone calls from a bank are rarely genuine unless a 
customer is expecting a call. The advice is to end the 
call and wait five minutes for the line to clear, then call 
the bank.  

Remember, you can only win a lottery if you have  
entered it. Always check through the official channels. 

To have your say on police matters fill in an online survey 
www.cheshire.police.uk/residentsvoicecongleton 

Somerford’s own PCSO, Sue Holt, is giving out  
SelectaDNA kits. Sue holds regular beat surgeries 
around our area the dates for which can be found online.  

Fly-tipping should be reported via the  
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk website where there is a  
link to Fix My Street. The postcode or name of the 
street where the fly-tipping has occurred is needed.  

Also, any woman or child who is feeling threatened or 
vulnerable should call 999 and explain their situation. 
They will then be put through to a police video link which 
will enable the police to establish their exact location. 

Councillor Gwyneth Derbyshire

A FEW WORDS OF 
WARNING!



For some years now we have had various reports of deer being spotted in 
the parish, notably in areas close to the River Dane. Roe deer, although  
relatively common in northern England, are very shy animals and spotting 
one during daylight hours is a rare occurrence.  

Tragically, the latest sighting is not a happy story. A Somerford cyclist  
travelling along Chelford Road and up Radnor Bank, spotted one in the  
undergrowth. Unfortunately, it appeared to have been hit by a vehicle 
overnight and left by the side of the road. The sighting was reported to  
the parish chairman who summoned the assistance of local resident Jim 
Poynton (pictured with the animal), and together they removed the visually 
undamaged carcase to a safe place for disposal. The animal, thought to  
be about six years old, appeared to have been in prime condition before  
it was killed.  

It is so sad to see the life of 
such a beautiful young  
creature ended so abruptly  
and ignominiously. We would 
ask drivers to take extra care 
when travelling on the country 
lanes in and around Somerford 
and give wildlife a better chance 
of survival. When in your vehicle  
always assume that there is  
something round the next bend.

Defibrillators

DEER IN SOMERFORD!

The parish council has resolved to try to install a number of defibrillators 
in visible and accessible locations around the parish. The difficulty at 
present is finding suitable sites where mains power is available. We are 
hoping to secure a supply of mains power to the Christmas Trees at the 
junction of Chelford Road and Blackfirs Lane and this would also be an 
ideal site to locate a defibrillator. 

When we mentioned this to housebuilders Bellway recently, they  
immediately offered to pay for the purchase of one of these potentially 
lifesaving machines. We will be contacting Scottish Power to discuss  
a power supply as soon as possible, ducting having already been  
installed at our request during the road build by Graham, the Congleton 
Link Road main contractors.

We have purchased two commemorative benches to celebrate The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee which are being sold to benefit various Forces Charities.  

Unfortunately, delivery has been 
delayed due to demand but we 
hope to receive and arrange 
placement as soon as possible.  
It has been agreed that they will 
be placed on two of our new 
housing developments.  

We are also planning to buy a 
commemorative oak tree to  
plant at Rhead’s Meadows in  
the Autumn.



RHEADS MEADOWS 
begins to mature

encourage all users to keep a distance from the rear of 
those properties. Now that the planting is starting to  
develop that aim is beginning to yield results. Whilst we 
do not seek to confine access, we would ask all users  
to avoid walking in the planted areas to allow the shrubs 
and bushes to develop naturally.  

The two areas of the North Meadow which were deep 
ploughed and sown with wildflower seeds, having been 
perhaps a little disappointing last year, have come into 
their own this year. The varieties showing at present are 
predominantly oxeye daisies, yellow rattle and red/purple 
clover and anyone visiting in the last few weeks cannot 
help but been impressed by the sea of white created by 
the oxeye daisies swaying in the breeze. We supplemented 
the initial seeding with 1000 plug plants which will be 
just warming up, these included knapweed, bird’s-foot 
trefoil, devil's bit scabious, betony, rough hawkbit and 
meadow vetchling. Less obvious but clearly present are 
sorrel, ribwort plantain, cat’s-ear, and lesser trefoil. We 
are obliged to Cheshire Wildlife Trust for their assistance 
in producing these wildflower meadows.  

Unfortunately, the bulb planting of Winter 2020/2021 has 
not been a success considering the number planted, 
with a limited showing in the first year and even less  
this year. We planted approximately 10,000 narcissi,  
wild daffodils and bluebells but only a small proportion 
flowered, many probably falling victim to the soggy soil. 
We will try again, perhaps this winter. 

Finally, a word to the many dog-walkers we welcome to 
Rhead’s Meadows. Whilst you may choose to let your 
dogs off the lead, please ensure that you maintain  
control over them at all times and pick up any droppings. 
And please, place your dog waste bags in the bins  
provided at the entrances rather than drop them for 
someone else to clear up!  

Geoff Bell – Chairman, Somerford Parish Council

It is pleasing to note that, following a relatively mild  
winter in terms of weather, the planting, sowing, seeding 
and turfing of the last 12 – 18 months is beginning to  
reward visitors to this haven of open space and greenery 
and a growing population of wildlife. It is very obvious  
in the early morning and late evening that the bird  
population is increasing although we still await first  
tenants for the owl boxes.  

The floods of the previous two winters have taken their 
toll on some of the tree and hedge planting but these 
will be replaced as appropriate. However, most of the 
trees, bushes and hedge plants are thriving.   

We do have a problem getting quotes for various items 
of work, including weed control (notably thistle, dock 
and ragwort) and grass cutting, but work has begun in 
the last week or so and hopefully the results will soon be 
obvious. The main objective is to prevent those named 
weeds from flowering and setting seed. We plan to keep 
the whole site as natural as possible with minimal grass 
cutting and ideally no, or very little, spraying.  

We have been at pains to plant the areas bordering the 
rear gardens of Blackfirs Lane quite heavily to try to  



There Are No Rubbish Excuses
In view of recent comments on social media and the  
increased amount of dog waste within our environment, 
there is an obvious lack of understanding amongst 
some people regarding the responsibility of owning or 
walking a dog. 

While most dog owners are caring, responsible  
individuals, there are still some people who do not  
clean up after their dogs. Those acting irresponsibly  
are affecting all the local population. 

Anyone who fails to clear up after their dog can be  
issued with a Fixed Penalty Notice of up to £100. If the 
case goes to court this could cost the owner or person 
in charge of the animal up to £1,000. 

The law states that being unaware a dog has fouled or 
not having a suitable bag is not a reasonable excuse. 

DOG FOULING AND BINS 
Recently there have been more reports of dog waste on 
pavements, dog waste bags placed on top of bins, bags 
hung on fences or thrown on the ground. Bins that are 
clearly full are surrounded by dog waste bags. 

DOG FOULING 
If you walk a dog, even one belonging to someone else, 
you are responsible for clearing up after it. 

Dog faeces can cause problems to users of parks and 
sports grounds and nobody likes it left outside their front 
gate. It can also carry diseases including Toxocariasis, 
which can lead to serious illness, including blindness. 
This can be a particular risk for children. 

DOG WASTE BINS 
In recent years national guidance on the disposal of dog 
waste has changed and it is no longer necessary to  
separate dog waste from other types of household waste. 

For this reason, dedicated dog waste bins are no longer 
required, and waste can be disposed of in any available 
litter bin or your black household bin. 

Please remember that the absence of a dog waste bin 
or litter bin is not an excuse to leave your dog’s waste 
behind. Take your dog waste home. 

“How should I dispose of my dog’s waste?” 
As a rule, it is always better to dispose of your dog’s 
waste at home: 

• In your domestic waste bin (black bin). Make sure 
you double wrap the waste to prevent smells. 
Biodegradable dog waste bags are available from 
some retailers and provide a more environmentally 
friendly alternative to plastic bags. 

• You might also want to consider a dog waste  
decomposer, or similar ‘dog toilet’ which can be 
bought from some pet supplies retailers and set 
up in your garden. 

Dog waste can also be disposed of using a litter bin or 
dog waste bin while you are out, but if you cannot find 
one you MUST take your waste home. 

You should never leave dog waste bags on the ground 
or hanging on a fence or trees. As well as being  
unpleasant for other people, this is littering, and you 
could incur a fine. 

To reduce the need to pick up dog waste during walks, 
you could try training your dog to go at home and  
walking the dog before meals so that there is less to 
pick up. 

To help local authorities monitor and maintain cleansing, 
please report bins that are full or near capacity. If a bin 
is full, look for another bin or take it home. 

There are no excuses for not cleaning up. Your dog 
waste is your responsibility always, either as an owner  
or someone walking a dog. 

You cannot blame councils for not providing or emptying 
bins. If there are no bins available anywhere then you 
must take it home. 

You pay to have your bins at home emptied so you  
already have a dog waste service provided. 

Increased provision of dog bins and litter bins, extra 
cleaning, and removal of dog waste from public areas 
will increase your fees for services provided. 

YOU CAN RECEIVE A FINE FOR NOT  
CLEANING UP AND IF YOU LEAVE A BAG  

ANYWHERE OTHER THAN A BIN,  
YOU CAN RECEIVE A FINE FOR LITTERING.



Many of you kindly comment on our social media 
pages, asking us to focus our attention on certain 
roads for speeding or parking, areas of concern 
relating to anti-social behaviour and also asking 
for information on crime prevention. 

As we are unable to monitor social media 24/7 
some of these requests and comments can be 
missed. To address this, we have created a  
Resident’s Voice survey where you can record 
your thoughts about local policing in our area. 

The survey also has a free text box which allows 
you to put one area of concern that you would  
like us to address. The information put in this  
text box is reviewed by Sandbach Beat Team  
and Supervision to ensure that we are allocating 
our resources appropriately.  

Please help us to help you by completing the 
Resident’s Voice survey. Together we can  

address some of those issues and make our 
town and villages a better place to live.

A message from our 
Police and Crime Support Officer

Black Firs Wood is a 1.15ha (2.8 acre) woodland that 
was originally gifted to Cheshire Wildlife Trust (CWT) 
in1991. It is dominated by birch and oak, underplanted 
with hazel, holly and guelder rose. The site has a circular 

footpath that is accessible for all (or it will be by the time 
the Parish Council completes its renovation of the site). 
The woodland is flat and lies on a thin covering of peat, 
over sand. Alder and willow can be found in the wetter 
areas. The site’s western boundary (the road side) had 
been planted with native hedgerow species, which  
include hawthorn, blackthorn and guelder rose. 

After a number of years neglect by CWT, the parish 
council approached CWT with a view to buying the site. 
After many discussions with them a 99 year lease with 
an annual payment of £1 (if requested) was signed in 
early 2022. 

The Parish Council has ambitious, but moderate plans 
on how to improve the site, which we now refer to as 
Black Firs Nature Reserve. Over the next two years we 
have set aside £10,000 for works, which include fencing 
across the front (chestnut paling), 2 new (accessible) 
gates, stoning the main path between the two gates,  
extending the pathway up to the edge of the road (in 
discussion with Cheshire East as this crosses the verge, 
which is their responsibility), signs for the entrance plus 
additional signage inside, removing the kissing gate and 
reinstating a 5-bar gate to allow maintenance access 
and signage specifying that the site is managed by SPC. 

There has already been work done on pond clearance, 
and we are in discussion with contractors over fencing 
and pathway clearance. Himalayan balsam will need to 
be tackled again, but we are optimistic that over the  
next 2 years improvements to site access and its overall 
appearance will be made.

Black Firs

Nature Reserve


