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Todnelion...

Despite all the problems experienced nationally,
Somerford Parish Council have made considerable
progress with a number of projects. Perhaps the most
significant of these was the Community Governance
Review carried out by Cheshire East Borough Council
which threatened that Somerford would be abolished
and divided up between Congleton Town and one or
more neighbouring rural parishes.

The parish council, well supported by the residents,
fought back hard with the result that the parish was not
only saved but enlarged to include the Turnstone
Grange estate off Back Lane. This area will become

part of Somerford with effect from the 1st April 2023
and we are very happy to welcome its residents to

this very busy semirural parish. As a result, the parish
council will increase from 7 to 10 members, and the
local government elections on 4th May 2023 will provide
an opportunity for all residents, including current
councillors, to put themselves forward for election.
Don’t forget your photo id when going to vote!

We were happy to be able to recruit a new councillor,
Trevor Massey, last year and we have now filled one
further vacancy with John Leigh joining us to make
us up to 7 again. All current council members are
intending to stand for re-election in May and we will
look to co-opt others if we still have unfilled seats
after the election. It would be great to have a
representative from each of the two new residential
areas; Somerford Gate and Turnstone Grange.

Geoff Bell - Chairman, Somerford Parish Council

New Resident?

Where do 1 find out all
about Somerford and
the Parish Council?

We want to ensure all our Parishioners
are always provided with as much
information as possible. From
agendas and minutes of our meetings
to details of the plants and trees we
have planted at Rhead’s Meadows.
Keep updated with what our unitary
authority and other public services
offer to our community.

Don’t forget there will be music and
entertainment in Congleton park on
Bank holiday Monday, 8th May to
celebrate the Coronation of King
Charles Ill.

We will be welcoming the residents of Turnstone Grange
as a result of the boundary changes in the Community
Governance Review.

We hoping to erect a parish noticeboard between
Turnstone Grange and Astbury Park, benches to
commemorate the Coronation of King Charles lIl, and
we will also be investigating where best to install a
second defibrillator.

Many people now prefer to use mobile devices or
computers, but a newsletter will always drop through
your letterbox to ensure all information is easily available
and delivered directly to you.
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Welcome to Somerford Parish Council

To keep up to date on your parish, please visit; www.somerfordparishcouncil.co.uk



We want to hear from you, our
parishioners, and you can com-
ment or message us via our
Facebook page or contact our
clerk and councillors directly by
email, post or telephone.

Come along to our meetings to
raise any issues or hear how
local matters are discussed and
decisions made. Thinking of
becoming a councillor in May?

Come along to our meetings and e

find out more about the role. intra

Our website provides historical
information about Somerford and
all matters relating to the parish
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Connect with Somerford Parish Council on Facebook

Somerford Parish Council
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council. Details of your clerk and
councillors, dates and venues of meetings, agendas
and minutes of meetings can all be found easily here:

www.somerfordparishcouncil.co.uk

Our Facebook page provides a wide range of information
and can be updated in real time to enable us to get

information to our community quickly and enables you
to contact us easily. The Facebook page covers all
Somerford matters, information from local authorities,
organisations and many matters that may be of interest
or have an impact on all our community:

www.facebook.com/SomerfordParishCouncil

SOMERFORD FARM
NUARR
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Sibelco is a leading supplier of specialist sands, and
they have identified a sand resource at Somerford Farm,
on the left-hand side of the A54 going towards Holmes
Chapel (next to Somerford Business Court).

They are currently undertaking environmental studies in
advance of a planning application. There is a virtual

planning exhibition being conducted online at
sibelco.virtualconsultation.co.uk/ and we would
encourage residents to review the proposal and to
leave feedback.

Sibelco have been in Cheshire for over 60 years,
Astbury Mere Country Park was one of their sites.
Somerford Farm Quarry will replace Bent Farm Quarry
on Wall Hill Lane, with the sand being processed at
the existing Bent Farm Quarry.
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It is anticipated that the proposed
development will be undertaken in
six phases over 15 years, with the
sand being moved back to the
Bent Farm Quarry through a 2km
underground pipeline. Mineral
extraction will be undertaken from
east to west with as much land
restored during the process.

They are proposing to return the
site to a combination of agricultural
land, nature conservation and a
lake.
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We invited Sibelco to one of our
Parish Council Meetings in order to
put their proposal to the residents
of Somerford and to listen to any
comments regarding their plans.
We may invite them again once a

formal planning application is made.



RHEADS
MEeADOWS

The jewel in Somerford’s crown that is Rhead’s
Meadows has enjoyed a quiet and reasonably dry
winter. It continues to be a popular venue for dog walkers
and we are grateful to all those who have sponsored
benches for the enjoyment of those simply wishing to
sit and ponder.

As spring brings about it’s miraculous transformation of

the dormant trees, bushes and hedges, we will be taking
stock of what needs replacing/supplementing at the end
of the year. We will particularly be looking to see the fruits
of our wildflower meadow which did have additional plug
planting last autumn.

We are determined this year to get to grips with the
dock, thistle and ragwort infestation which, to date,

has largely resisted our attempts at control. This almost
certainly will have to include some measure of spraying
if these pernicious, injurious weeds are to be eradicated.

We have replaced a large oak tree, which had been
located close to the mound but which, unfortunately,
did not recover after the winter of 2021, with another
and, hopefully, the new one will flourish.

We are liaising with Bellway to ensure that footpath
access from the Somerford Gate development directly
into the Meadows and the cycleway access onto
Rhead’s Lane progress in a manner sympathetic to the
area and the use of the parish council owned areas.

BLACKFIRS

Blackfirs Wood is a 1.15ha (2.8 acre) woodland that was
originally gifted to the Cheshire Wildlife Trust (CWT) in
1991. It is dominated by birch and oak, underplanted
with hazel, holly and guelder rose. The site has a
circular footpath that is accessible for all (or will be
once the parish council completes its renovation work).
The woodland is flat and lies on a thin covering of peat,
over sand. Alder and willow can be found in the wetter
areas. The site’s eastern (road side) boundary has been
planted with native hedgerow species, of hawthorn,
blackthorn and guelder rose.

After a number of years of neglect, the parish council
approached CWT, with a view to buying the site. After
lengthy discussions with them, a 99-year lease was
signed in early 2022.

The parish council has plans on how to improve the site,
now known as Blackfirs Wood.
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Already completed are: fencing across the front of the
site (chestnut paling), clearance and tidying of the verge
and creation of a winding path in front of the fence, two
new (accessible) gates, removal of the kissing gate and
reinstatement of the 5-bar gate to allow maintenance
access. We are now planning to expand the paths inside
the wood and to erect information signs at the entrance.

There has already been work done on pond clearance,
and we are looking to control Himalayan Balsam that
has appeared on the site. Under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 it is an offence to introduce
Himalayan Balsam into the wild.

Over the next two years further improvements to the
wood are planned, please watch this space. If you want
to get involved please contact us.




LOACHBROOK MEADOW
BOVIS UPDATE

It is disappointing that, as we begin another year, residents
are still awaiting full information from Bovis regarding
the completion of the estate to acceptable standards.
The dispute between Bovis and their contractors,
regarding the installation of the drains/sewers, is still
ongoing and continues to be offered as an excuse by
Bovis to ignore other matters on the estate.

Bovis have insisted many times that the estate has not
been abandoned and it is monitored by a team, yet here
we are still with areas around the estate looking shoddy,
replacement of dead trees still not carried out and
general maintenance being neglected. Bovis have
responded to some emails, e.g. regarding a damaged
road sign and rotting wooden posts, but they continue
to ignore the residents’ group and all other matters that
were discussed at length when regular meetings were
held between the residents’ group and Bovis during
2020/2021.

We have written to Fiona Bruce MP once again and we
have asked for the Secretary of State for Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities to bring this matter to a
satisfactory conclusion. We are still awaiting a response
from Cheshire East Planning regarding the Non-
Compliance Order that was lodged in July this year.

We are hoping Cheshire East will call in the Section 38
Agreement Bond. The Section 38 bond covers Cheshire
East in the event that the developer of an estate fails to
carry out works to the road infrastructure including
drains etc. or fails to carry them out to the required
standard. The authority can then use the bond to
remedy any breaches by the developer.

All we are asking is for the estate to be completed to a
good standard which has always been promised by
Bovis before handing over to the Management Company
and subsequently starting to charge the residents it’s
fees. The Management company will then be responsible
for all the managed land as shown in the plans. If all is
brought to a good standard prior to the handover

someriord Chapel

Weather permitting, Somerford Chapel holds a traditional
Evensong Service once per month in the summer from
Easter Sunday until the end of September, culminating
with a Harvest Festival service. The Chapel was closed
for the winter, but the congregation wanted to continue
meeting and therefore met in the Lady Chapel at St
Mary’s, Astbury — the Mother Church. Services will be
displayed on the parish noticeboards, on the Somerford
Parish Council website and in the Congleton Chronicle.
All are welcome.

Somerford Parish Council continues its financial support
to the upkeep of the chapel and made another donation
last year. It is Grade Il listed and the only ‘community’
building in the parish.
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residents will not have to meet the increasing costs of
any work Bovis has not completed.

Although residents have not yet paid any management
fees, due to the estate still belonging to Bovis, as time
passes the list of work required to bring the estate to
the high standard, will keep on increasing. These costs
could potentially be passed on resulting in a higher
annual fee quoted by Bovis at the time contacts were
signed by their valued customers.

It is important that we continue to insist all works are
completed and all roads are to a safe standard before
the estate is handed over.

For residents of
LOACHBROOK MEADOW

Please email the residents’ group at
loachbrookmeadow@gmail.com
for any of the following:

® |f you would like to receive email updates
directly regarding our campaign to get the
estate finished. Please send an email titled
‘Subscribe’

® |f you wish to be involved with the residents’
group campaign any way.

® |f you are interested in becoming a member
of the residents’ committee once the
Management Company has been installed.
The residents’ committee (separate to the
residents’ group) will have an important role
working with the Management Company
ensuring they are providing us all with value
for money and are fully accountable for all

their spending in relation to the fees we will
be charged.
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SOMERFORD
CHAPEL SERVICES

ALL SERVICES START AT 2.30PM

Easter Sunday 9th April : Holy Communion
7th May : Evensong
4th June : Evensong
2nd July : Evensong

: o 6th August : Evensong

e 3rd September : Evensong
: e 24th September : Harvest Festival

.
©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

0
© 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000



NOTICEBOARDS

The parish council installed two new parish noticeboards
last year to celebrate the late Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
The old boards were rather shabby, leaked and weren’t
big enough to hold the various notices we needed to
post. One is at the junction of Chelford Road and Black
Firs Lane, and the other at the junction Black Firs Lane
and Holmes Chapel Road. The boards are made of
aluminium and so much more resistant to weather
conditions. Although they are technically recyclable,
they need almost no maintenance and so will last, we
hope, for very many years to come!

NEW BENCHES

The parish council have installed two Platinum Jubilee
benches on behalf of Somerford residents as a mark

of respect for Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

The photo below is of the bench in the Sandy Lane
Community Park, next to the Loachbrook. It’s in a lovely
sunny spot and is being well used.

The dog bin has been relocated and is now within the
Sandy Lane Community Park.

DEFIBRILLATORS

The parish council has resolved to place a number of
defibrillators in appropriate locations around the parish
but finding suitable sites does present something of a
challenge. They must be positioned somewhere readily
visible and easily accessible but also they need to have
weather protection and, ideally, an electricity supply.

The first location has been chosen and we are well
advanced with the installation. In order to achieve
maximum visibility, accessibility and weather protection
we decided to purchase a remanufactured iconic K6
red telephone kiosk and locate it at the junction of
Chelford Road and Blackfirs Lane, adjacent to the twin
Christmas Trees. We were able to secure a power supply
from a nearby transformer and locating it in this position
has enabled us to also provide mains electricity to light
the Christmas Trees. Bellway PLC, who are building two
hundred houses on the Somerford Gate development,
have kindly offered to sponsor the defibrillator itself
together with a secure, heated, cabinet which will be
fitted inside the kiosk.

Anyone needing emergency access to the defibrillator
will be able dial 999, state the location, whereupon they

will be given the code to open the cabinet and use the
fully automatic defibrillator. We hope to have completed
the project within the next few weeks — we just await
delivery of the defibrillator itself. We will then be looking
for our next site.

There is already a public access defibrillator located on
the wall outside Somerford Park Farm, Holmes Chapel
Road, opposite the junction with Brereton Heath Lane,
which is owned and maintained by Brereton Parish
Council.
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A536 Link Road

Whether you see it as a success story or a £99M white
elephant, the Link Road is here to stay. The continuing
traffic hold-ups on the A34 Clayton Bypass/Rood Hill
route support the ‘white elephant’ argument but
perhaps also support the argument that something
needed to be done, how much worse would it be
without it?

The winter months have brought some respite from the
excessive noise to which the ‘boy’ racers are intent on
subjecting us but no doubt they will be back as the
evenings get lighter and the weather gets warmer.
Meanwhile, in conjunction with neighbouring parishes,
we will continue to press for the installation of acoustic
(or noise) cameras along this road, with particular
emphasis on the Somerford section.

Lighting has been installed, although not yet operational,
on the Radnor and Back Lane/Somerford Lane round-
abouts about which there are mixed feelings. Somerford
supports a “dark-skies” policy for non-residential areas
and any issues with the ‘national standard’ roundabouts
is seen as a driver induced, as opposed to a road
induced, issue.

Blackfirs Lane, Chelford Road
and Holmes Chapel Road

Where these roads pass through residential areas, they
are subject to a 40 mph maximum but judging by the
speed of some vehicles, there are still too many drivers
who are slow to realise this. We have some 40mph
wheelie-bin stickers for residents to affix to their bins
which have proved quite effective in the past at educating
some drivers. Please contact the parish clerk if you
would like a couple for your bins.

The major surface water sewer works carried out by
Bellway are now, thankfully, behind us, but we will be
meeting with them soon to discuss further re-instatement
of the badly damaged verges.

The blackthorn hedge, which had spread onto the
pavement adjacent to Goodwins Pool on Holmes
Chapel Road, has been cut back and the pavement
width, which had become severely restricted, has been
sided out — work carried out by the parish council.

Loachbook Meadows, Somerford
Grove, Blackfirs Park, Somerford
Reach, Somerford Gate,
Turnstone Grange

We support the move for a 20 mph speed limit on all
estate roads in Somerford. We will promote this view
as widely as we are able. We also have some 20mph
wheelie-bin stickers which again we will be happy to
pass on to those willing to display them on their bins —
contact our clerk.

20’s PIenty

20

Where people
are

20's Plenty for Us campaigns for 20mph as the default speed limit for
urban and village streets where people live, work, shop, play and learn.

www.20splenty.org



Whilst most dog owners are caring
and responsible, there are still some
who do not clean up correctly.
There are also some who think it is acceptable to leave
a bag anywhere, it is not. Those acting irresponsibly are
affecting all the local population. The law states that
being unaware a dog has fouled or not having a suitable
bag is not a reasonable excuse. The bag must be
disposed of correctly otherwise you are guilty of a
littering offence. A fixed penalty notice of £80 can be
imposed. Cheshire East have put in place Dog Fouling
and Dog Control Public Spaces Protection Orders
(PSPQO'’s) across all areas of the borough that are open
to public. Breach of these orders is a criminal offence.
The penalty for contravening the order can result in the
issuing of a £100 fixed penalty notice, or prosecution in
a magistrates’ court with a maximum fine of a £1000.

If you walk a dog, even one belonging to someone else,
you are always responsible for cleaning up after it and
disposing of the bag correctly. Dog waste can be placed
in any available pubilic litter bin or in your own household
waste bin. If a bin is full or there are no public litter bins
available, you must take the bag home. You must
never leave dog waste bags on the ground, hanging on
a fence or trees. Dog waste is unpleasant, can carry
diseases which can lead to serious illnesses or blindness.
Children are at particular risk. You must always carry a
dog bag with you. When walking a dog at night you must
always carry a torch to ensure you are able to see where
the dog has defecated in order to clean up.

Please remember the following: Dog waste must be
placed inside a dog bin, public litter bin or your own
household rubbish bin. If you place full dog bags

or any litter on top of a bin or near a bin, that is a
littering offence, and you can receive a fine. Help us
manage and monitor the collections by reporting any
full or nearly full bins within the parish to Somerford
Parish Council.

Please

There are

excuses]

Bag it & bin it!
Any litter bin will do!

You can use any litter bin to dispose of
dog waste, just make sure you bag it first!

Cheshire Eﬂs §

|
cheshireeast.gov.uk/norubbishexcuses Councl®

DOG WASTE ISN'T JUST
UNPLEASANT, IT CAN
ALSO CAUSE ILLNESS IN
FARM ANIMALS

BAG IT, TAKEIT, BINIT

CLEAN UP
AFTER YOUR DOG

RespecT, PROTECT LT

FOLLOW
THE PATH

AND ENJOY THE il
COUNTRYSIDE

NO FIRES
OR BBQS
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To find your local officer, get the latest crime
statistics and advice, help us with appeals for
information and find out what the police are doing
to tackle crime in the area. Please use the link
below where you can also report crimes, road
traffic incidents, missing persons, etc.

Amy Heath is our new PCSO.
Amy’s contact details are:

Cheshire
Constabulary

Have your say on
policing in your area...

. Amy_ Heath . Itis important to us that we know about
Police Community Support Officer the issues that cause you concern. We have set up
Cheshire Constabulary a survey where you can tell us about the things you

would like us to focus on in your area,

Congleton LPU
Sandbach Police Station
Middlewich Road
Cw11 1HU

Email: amy.heath@cheshire.police.uk B e e .,: e

www.cheshire.police.uk/residentsvaicecongleton

Visit: www.cheshire.police.uk

Useful Contucts

BIN WASTE AND RECYCLING
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/waste_and_recycling/bins-waste-and-recycling.aspx

REPORTING POTHOLES, FLY-TIPPING ETC. VIA ‘FIX MY STREET’
fixmystreet.cheshireeast.gov.uk/

DOG WARDEN SERVICE, NOISE NUISANCE, PEST CONTROL ETC.
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/business/environmental_health/environmental-health.aspx

PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/planning/planning.aspx

STREET LIGHTING ISSUES
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/road-maintenance/street-lighting.aspx

ROADS PARKING AND TRAVEL
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/roads-parking-and-travel.aspx

Please don’t forget the elections
across the whole of Cheshire East on Thursday, May 4th.

Further information can be found using the following:

www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/voting_and_elections/elections/
council-elections-2023/elections-4-may-2023.aspx




