SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Newsletter Autumn 2016

Broadband Speeds in Somerford

Do you know your broadband speed? Are you frustrated by how slow it is?

You can check your broadband speed online with your post codewww.speedtest.net.

We have invited MrAndrew Arditti, - Innovation & Growth, Digital Engagement Manager from
The Skills & Growth Company, Sandbach Enterprise Centre, Wesley Avenue, Sandbach,
Cheshire, CW11 1DG to our next Parish Council meeting on 17" October at 7pm. He
represents Cheshire East and will be able to give us some information about speeds and what
he can do about them within the Parish. Meanwhile, please contact your ISP and ask if there is

any possibility of offering you their ‘faster broadband’ service via the upgraded cabinet as this
could get you hopefully close to the 8.6Mbps potential speed their checker shows and provide
an improvement in your current speed.

Date for the diary: Parish Council meeting - 17" October 2016 Time: 7pm Venue
— Somerford Park Farm.

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!



http://www.speedtest.net/

The Parish Council has resolved to plant a Christmas Tree on the Village Green at the junction of
Chelford Road and Blackfirs Lane which would be there for generations to come. Suggestions
are that it might be either a Blue Cedar (CedrusAtlanticaGlauca) or a Blue Spruce
(PiceaPungens). We would like to purchase as large a specimen as can be afforded and
donations to the fund (which already stands at £100) or sponsorship offers would be most
welcome.

We have also considered various options for lighting the tree and have had a quote from the
power company of about £1, 000 to install a permanent mains supply. Another option, made
practicable possible with LED lights, would be to install a battery system. Other suggestions are
invited.

If you are able to offer a donation and/or sponsorship for the tree and/or lighting (especially
from local companies), please email the clerk jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com

RSPB update
The RSPB land has not been overlooked but we are still awaiting a date for the planning application
16/1921C to be heard at the Strategic Planning Board. The monies being contributed to the Congleton
Link Road are slowing applications down. It is anticipated it will be on the agenda - 16" November 2016.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

This past year has seen a lot of change within our Parish and quietly behind the scenes we have
still been striving to bring our Neighbourhood Plan into being.

| apologise if there have not been as many updates as in the early stages of the Plan
development, however there seemed little point in informing you of all of the minutiae of each
amendment to the policies we have been trying to finalise. This is by far the longest part of the
process but we are now on the home straight.

It seems a very long time ago that we presented our draft policies at Davenport Chapel when
Mrs Bruce came along to give her support and a great deal has happened in the meantime to
get us to where we are now. | would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the
steering committee who willingly give so much of their time in the pursuit of a Plan that will
work to the benefit of us all.

Our policies have been discussed recently at a meeting at CEBC with Tom Evans, who is the
Neighbourhood Plan liaison for the Council, and he was supportive in the main of the policies
we have drafted.



mailto:jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com

This has been done with the help of professionals from Urban Vision in Liverpool whose job is
to ensure that our policies are fit for purpose and will hopefully pass examination in the fullness
of time.

Our aim, as ever, is to get to Regulation 14 as soon as we can (before the end of October if
possible) so that our Plan can begin to carry some weight even before it is finalised. If there is
anyone in the Parish who feels they would like to get involved then please contact me by email
sandy@keepersnook.com or mobile 07710 782145. As soon as the policies are ready for you to

view they will be posted on the website www.somerfordplan.co,uk and we will ensure anyone

who doesn’t have access to the internet will have access to a hard copy. If you have any
photographs of the Parish that are reflective of the character of Somerford then we would be
happy to consider incorporating them into the Plan document if you would like to send them to
me in as high a resolution as possible, or alternatively we can collect them from you and copy
them and then return them.

This truly is OUR PLAN — take part to make a difference

Sandy Kenwow
Chairman —Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee

HIGHWAY GULLIES

It took a monumental effort of numerous phone calls, emails and chasing up (and chastising)
Cheshire East Highways but we eventually got some action when a gully emptying programme
was carried out on Sandy Lane and Chelford Road during July.

This has helped to alleviatethe flooding along these roads which was becoming a major concern
and nuisance for residents, especially along Chelford Road.

As many of our roads in Somerford are rural roadsused by farm traffic, it is understandable that
the gullies are liable to silt up from mud and debris. We'll keep a look out but if anyone finds
there is still a problem, please let the Parish Council know or Cheshire East Highways.



mailto:sandy@keepersnook.com
http://www.somerfordplan.co,uk/

LOCAL COUNCI
AWARD SC
QUALITY GOLD

Somerford Parish Council has been awarded the Local Council Award - Level Gold. The award
scheme exists to celebrate the success of the very best local councils and to provide a
framework to support all local councils to meet their full potential. All Local Councils want to
serve their local communities and make a real difference to the lives of people that live there.
This scheme offers councils the opportunity to show they meet the standards set by the
sector, assessed by their peers and put in place the conditions for continued improvement.
There are three levels: FOUNDATION AWARD, QUALITY AWARD AND QUALITY GOLD AWARD.
The Quality GOLD award demonstrates that a Council is at the forefront of best practice and
achieves excellence in governance, community leadership and council development.
Somerford were 3rd in Cheshire to achieve the award and 19% in England.

Speed Display Unit on Holmes Chapel Road

For all our residents on Holmes Chapel Road we are proposing to hire a Speed Display Unit for
the A54 again. We will analyse the results and then make a decision on the possibility of
purchasing one if there is a proven need of vehicles regularly exceeding the speed limit.

Village Green update

At their meeting on the 13th June 2016 the CEBC Public Rights of Way Committee received a
report following the judicial review decision and resolved as follows:




That the Director of Legal Services be authorised to appoint an appropriately qualified
independent expert to conduct a non-statutory public inquiry to consider the application
and provide the Public Rights of Way Committee with a report and recommendation for
determination.

The issue was not on the agenda for the PROW Committee’s September meeting. The next
meeting is scheduled for the 5" December.

Report available here:
http://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/documents/s48009/Somerford%20Village%20Green%2

OReport.pdf
Minutes available here:

http://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?Cld=288&MId=6129&Ver=4

Police update

PCSO Carol Holmes has left the area and has been replaced by PC Barbara Evans as
Somerford & Hulme Walfield Rural Beat Officer. Collar Number 4616.
Email barbara.evans4616@cheshire.pnn.police.uk Answer Machine - 0845 4586370. She
would be supported by PCSO Tony Lamon.

COUNCILLORS

Chairman Councillor Geoff Bell e mail g.bell@stevenssolicitors.co.uk

Vice Chairman Councillor Simon Hughes email si.hughes@sky.com

Councillor Helen Brough, email Helen@Olenol.co.uk

Councillor Matt Harnett email mattharnett@hotmail.com

Councillor Sandy Kenyon, email sandy@keepersnook.com

Councillor Kath Wainwright, e mail: kathwainwright@btinternet.com

Councillor Glynn Wakefield email glyn.wakefield@sky.com

Clerk to the Parish Council;

Ms Julie Mason, 2 Field View Road, Somerford CW12 4UG Tel 01260
641854 email jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com

www.somerford.org
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STOP PRESS! Speed sign stickers for wheelie bins

—

PLEASE DRIVE
CAREFULLY

The Parish Council has purchased some signs for your wheelie bins to help with the speed of
traffic within the parish. We have purchased 500 — 250 of each of the above from
Smartwheelie. This company prints and supplies a range of speed awareness signs that are
designed for sticking to wheelie bins.

These stickers are a great visual reminder to motorists to drive safely, and stick to the speed
limit along our busy roads. It is believed that temporary signs of this nature have a greater
effect than more permanent signs. All the stickers are screen printed onto high grade self
adhesive vinyl using UV stable inks.

If you would like to some for your bins, please contact the Clerk or any of the Councillors listed.



http://smartwheelie.co.uk/bulk-packs.html




