Somerford Parish Council

Spring 2013
You are invited to attend the Annual Parish Council meeting to be held on Monday 22"

April 2013 at 7.30pm at Davenport Methodist Chapel. This will provide an opportunity to
raise questions or comment on the work of the council throughout the past year.

A copy of the Chairman’'s Annual report and a summary of the Parish Council's accounts
for the financial year, as well as the Spring newsletter, are attached.

Yours sincerely,
Julie Mason
Parish Clerk.

AGENDA
1. Welcome and apologies
2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 16™ April 2012.
3. Matters arising from the minutes
;1. Chairman’s Report.
5. Financial Report

6. Presentation from Mr Jay Ashall from 'Jay Ashall Associates’ CHARTERED
ARCHITECTS to speak on the local development in and around Somerford.

7. Questions from residents (written e mail or note to clerk
beforehand would be helpful).

8. Presentation by Richborough Estates



Accounts

Summary from April 2012
to April 2013.

Balance at 31.03.12

Receipts
Precept

Non Specific Parish Grant
Interest
HMRC VAT

TOTAL

Payments
Wages/Expenses

TCS

Cheshire Community Action
CHALC

Newsletters

Insurance

Audits

Website

Room Hire

Grass Cutting

Mole catching

New bench

British Heart Foundation
Jay Ashall

TOTAL

Balance at March 2013 - £ 1,812.00

6,132.00

4,000.00
236.00
7.00

167.00

4,410.00

2,128.00
66.00
20.00
92.00
404.00
344.00
164.00
170.00
130.00
270.00
132.00
645.00
25.00
4,140.00

8,730.00



SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman’s Annual Report 2013

The last 12 months has seen a dramatic rise in the number of speculatively planning
applications submitted to Cheshire East for housing developments in our parish. The
drive by unscrupulous developers and greedy land owners has been frightening. Our once
small and peaceful parish will be lost forever if we do not resist the tide, but that is
what it is, a tide and we cannot hold it back forever. So we must work with all interested
parties to ensure that we achieve the best possible compromise and the best possible
outcome for the parish. However, development in this parish is unsustainable, whichever
way you look at it. We have no shops, no post office, no pub,no play area and the list goes
on. You cannot walk safely to any other village or destination outside the parish without
risking your life and any sane developer would never let their children ride on the roads
in the parish without fearing the worst.

The turmoil that the current government has created over the relaxation of planning
laws and the lack of clarity caused by Cheshire East's absence of a strategic housing
plan has left us vulnerable. Cheshire East's draft local plan was announced and we, as a
parish council, have responded with what I believe to be a professional, well balanced
and engaging rebuttal to their designs to drive a link road through and to build housing
estates on prime agricultural land in our parish.

Employment in the parish is surprisingly dynamic, with the excellent facilities at
Somerford Park Equestrian Centre leading the way. Pavements have been clawed back
from the undergrowth, local residents have picked litter dropped by ignorant motorists,
a bench in honour of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee has been placed in the parish, parish
boundary signs have been cleaned and a new notice board erected. Small gestures, but
important actions to mark the very nature of our parish, that of caring, considerate and
for the benefit of the community. One huge disappointment, however, is our failure to
tackle the ever increasing volume and speed of traffic on the A54 as it passes through
the parish. The goal of a speed display unit (SDU) warning traffic of its excessive speed
has eluded the parish council. However, the unwanted development on the old Ivanhoe
site, to be called Shakerley Place in honour of the family who once owned Somerford
Hall, may yet provide us with funds to acquire a SDU.

Problems still continue over the unwanted tipping of undesirable containers, etc. on land
in the parish, with Cheshire East unable or unwilling o impose enforcement orders on
the land owner.

I would like to thank the parishioners who have attended meetings, fellow councillors for
their support, our Cheshire East councillor for his continued backing and for our
wonderful parish clerk, who without her patience I would not have coped.



SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL
SPRING NEWSLETTER - APRIL 2013

Please come along to the Annual Parish Council meeting, at 7.30 pm, on
Monday 22" April at Davenport Methodist Chapel in Somerford. We
have arranged for Mr Jay Ashall from Jay Ashall Associates Chartered
Architects in Holmes Chapel,to speak to us. Jay Ashall Associates
represented the Parish Council in their response to the recent Cheshire
East Draft Local Plan. The Parish Council has tried very hard to keep
residents up to date with the many challenges they are being faced with
from Cheshire East regarding the proposed planning developments and
the link road.

Everyone will have noticed that their Council tax contribution fo the
Parish Council has increased for 2013/14. This was not an easy decision
but members felt there had to be a strong argument put forward about
the development from Somerford to Cheshire East. We required
specialist advice from planning consultants and this resulted in a cost to
the Parish.

The enslaught of planning applications does not cease for already this
month we have been approached by 'Richborough Estates’ requesting to
attend our Annual Parish Meeting to discuss another proposed
development within the Parish. There have been no specific details given
but we believe it is another housing development within our boundaries.
The public will be welcome to stay on and listen to the intentions of the
developer.

We have had a busy year with planning issues but lots of other items have
been addressed. The pavement from Somerford Park Farm to Chelford
Road has been cut back and is now wider and a lot easier for walkers,
pushchairs and wheel chairs. The road is very busy and dangerous and
this does help a little.

Litter Collection

The last litter collection in October was a great success. Many members
of the Parish attended and we all worked together across the Parish. We
intend to schedule another date for Sunday 12™ May at 10.30am. The



meeting place will be at Goodwin's Pool and all the equipment, hi vis
jackets, litter collectors and bin bags are all supplied by Cheshire East.
The Parish Council will bring these to the venue.

Please come along - if you pass your details fo the Clerk via email/phone
it would be much appreciated.

Councillor Michael Jones Leader of Cheshire East

For the first time in the Parish Council's history we have received a visit
from the leader of Cheshire East Council. Councillor Michael Jones
attended in October with his officer Mr Andrew Ross to speak about
development within our Parish. There were eighteen members of the
public present and it was a very open debate about Cheshire East's
intentions. He did listen to residents and all their worries and concerns.
Councillor Jones does feel that the link road is a need for Congleton, local
businesses want it and he thinks we will lose jobs if the road is not built.
The fown needs more economic vitality but not at any cost. There is no
fixed route for the road only proposals and there will, he promised, be a
consultation period.

SOMERFORD CHAPEL, SOMERFORD PARK
LIST OF SERVICES FOR 2013

April 7th - No Service
May 5th - Evensong
June 2nd - Evensong
July 7th - Evensong
August 4th - Evensong
September Ist - Evensong
September 29th - Harvest Festival
December 15th - Christmas Carol Service

ALL SERVICES AT 2.30pm



New Council Member

Councillor Adrienne Evetts stepped down from the Council this year. Her work
and family commitments were becoming greater and she had fo take the decision
to leave. The Parish Council wish to thank her for all her hard work whilst a
member.

We now welcome Councillor Eric Porter, a local business man who has now joined
the Parish Council.

New Code Of Conduct

In 2012 all Parish Council members had to adopt a new Code of Conduct.
Councillors have to work within its strict guidelines and it is used to promote and
maintain high standards of conduct and underpin public confidence in authority
and its members and co opted members. The Code has been adopted under
section 27 of the Localism Act 2011 and is based on following core principles of
public life, selflessness, integrity, objectivity, accountability, openness, honesty
and leadership.

Councillor David Topping

We would all like to congratulate our Parish Councillor on his new executive
position of Portfolio Holder - Environment. The Portfolio Holder is responsible
for all matters relating to the Council's affairs in respect of the Environmental
Services Portfolio.The Portfolio Holder has the individual responsibility to make
all decisions in respect of the following matters:

e Strategic Highways and Transport

e Waste Management, including:

e Environmental cleansing and Street Cleaning

e Street Scene

e Markets

e Cremation and Burial Services

o Operational delivery of Leisure and Cultural services



COUNCILLORS IN THE PARISH

Chairman

Councillor P Crompton,

4, The Stables, Somerford Hall,
Congleton, CW12 4SL

Tel; 01260 270206
PaulC-SPC®@live.co.uk

Vice Chairman

Councillor K Wainwright, Radnor
Bank Farm, Somerford, Congleton.
CW12 4RA

Tel; 01260273397
kathwainwright@btinternet.com

Councillor C Bailey,

Lyndale, Holmes Chapel Road,
Somerford, Congleton.CW12 45P.
Tel; 01477 537264
cynthiabailey@+talktalk.net

Councillor S Broome,

160 Holmes Chapel Road, Somerford,

Congleton.CW12 4QB.
Tel; 01260 280851
nib65@tiscali.co.uk

Councillor D R Lancake ,

166, Holmes Chapel Road,
Somerford, Congleton CW12 4QS
Tel ; 01260 274558
dlancake@sky.com

Councillor E Porter,

Moonacre, 168, Holmes Chapel Road,
Somerford, Congleton CW12 4QB
Tel; 01260 274509
eporter@cleric.co.uk

Councillor D Topping,

Woodside Cottage, 11a Blackfirs
Lane, Somerford.Congleton.CW12
4Q6

Tel; 01260 272987
david.topping@cheshireeast.gov.uk

Clerk to the Parish Council ;
Mrs J Mason,

10, Brereton Heath Lane,
Brereton Heath, CW12 4SY
Tel; 01477 549988
masjl2@aol.com

Website Address:;
www.somerford.org
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