QOUALITY STATUS ACHIEVED

You are invited to the ‘Annual Parish Meeting’ to be held at Davenport
Methodist Chapel on 7th April at 7.00pm.

SPEED DISPLAY
UNIT

Hope you have seen our
Speed Display Unit on
the A54 in action over
the Christmas

period.

We purchased our post
from Cheshire East
highways department

and have hired the unit
from Odd Rode Parish
Council. We are
collating the results and
will hopefully make a
future decision on our
next steps of the Speed
Display Unit at our
Annual Parish Council
meeting in May. We
may consider
purchasing one or
continue to hire the unit
from Odd Rode.

We operated with the
speed indicator on at all
times and visible to the
driver but next time we
use the unit we need to
see the indicator light
off (in covert) so we can
see the comparison
results.

If you live on Holmes
Chapel Road within the
40mph zone it would be
good to hear your
views.

Planning in Somerford

The Parish unfortunately
is being attacked by
developers relentlessly.
Watching the old farm-
house at Loachbrook
Farm being knocked
down was so sad. The
houses are well
underway and there is
another application due

for consideration soon
14/0134C Land South of
Holmes Chapel Road for
the development of 70
more dwellings.

We have the imminent
decision of 13/2746C at
the Strategic Planning
Board on 2nd April also.
The Congleton Link
Road again is

under consultation

SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL

AGENDA

1. Welcome and
apologies

2. Minutes of the Annual
Parish Meeting held on
Monday 22nd April 2013.

3. Matters arising from
the minutes

4. Chairman’s Report.

5. Financial Report

6. Presentation from
Mr Jay Ashall from
‘Jay Ashall Associates’
CHARTERED
ARCHITECTS

7. Questions from
residents (written e-mail
or note to clerk)

although all the
development does seem
to be line with the
proposed development.

Congleton Town Council
have also approached us
about moving the
boundary line to
incorporate more of
Somerford. This is
against all the Parish
Councillors wishes.

Special points of
interest:
. Accounts from 2013/14

. Planning Application
13/2746C Land between
Black Firs Lane ,

Chelford Road and Holmes
Chapel Road, Somerford.

. Chairman’s Report

. Village Green Application
is still waiting to be heard
at PROW after so much
effort by Mr B Bell.

. SPRAG many thanks to
this resident group that
has challenged every
avenue to stop the
development on the
Blackfirs Triangle
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SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL \

ACCOUNTS from March 2013/2014

Balance at 31.3.13 1,647.00
Receipts

Precept 7,000.00
Non Specific Grant 199.00
Interest 7.00
VAT 773.00
TOTAL 9,626.00
Payments

Memberships 49.00
Moles 150.00
Clerks salary 2094.00
Expenses 422.00
Training 235.00
Publications 611.00
Planning Consultant 306.00
CHALC 92.00
Internal Auditor 25.00
Room hire 219.00
Insurance 401.00
Donations 80.00
Village Green 88.00
Website 149.00
TCS 66.00
Grass Cutting 360.00
TOTAL 5,347.00.00
Balance at March 2014 4,279.00
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Highways - COUNCILLOR D Topping

Highways Update

The past year has been
eventful for Cheshire East
Highways. A record year in
many ways.

The Council was able to
invest £23m into an
investment programme
which would take place over
a 2-year period. In addition,
a £400m grant announcement
by the Government gave us
an allocated sum of £2.2m to
invest in pothole repair. This
grand sum of £25.2m gave
the Council the funding to
start an ambitious
programme to repair roads
which were in a very poor
state after 15 years of under
investment and 2 very cold
winters.

In 2013, Highways

repaired over 57,000
potholes using the highly
successful “Tell Dave”
campaign and resurfaced
over 100km of roads. In
addition, a record number of
speed restrictions was

Mr. J. ASHALL

The meeting on Monday

Tth April will consist of a °
presentation from Mr Jay
Ashall and the points that

he wishes to cover are as
follows :

° Sustainability
° Brownfield Sites °
B Input from the

K Community

achieved, directed by the
request of residents. Gullies,
too, were cleaned and
repaired with over 65% of the
total number of 85,000 given
due attention. This helped
enormously in dealing with
the heavy rainfall experience
of late.

This programme has
continued into 2014 with new
priorities identified for
potholes and road surfacing.
Local members and Parish
Councils have played an
important role in directing
resources to areas for
attention. Locally, you will
have seen the results on
Holmes Chapel Road.

The high winds in February
caused a lot of problems. In
addition to property damage,
there were over 350 trees
blown down in one night
across the borough. You will
have seen the size of the
problem just in Sandy Lane.
Despite the closure of the M6
and subsequent blocked
roads, Highways and
Streetscape did a brilliant job

well into the night to clear
the main roads for the next
morning. There should be no
shortage of logs for some
time!

Of course, Highways could
not achieve everything in
one year. In fact, we really
need another £100m to do a
complete job which would
take a number of years.
Clearly, some areas have yet
to be done and we ask you to
be patient. We will continue
to respond to calls for repair
over and above the planned
programme.

We aim to continue to give a
“Residents First” service.

| Would you support the
post box being moved
from outside Somerford
Park Farm to the opposite
side of the road ? The
road is very busy to cross
for many residents.

° Appeals

Infill plots on open

countryside inrural Loopholes
areas
. Local Plan
Is the 5 year
housing land supply  Any questions you have

deliverable.

Permitted

Development policy.

on the fundamental
changes in the planning
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SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCILLORS \

Chairman Councillor P Crompton, 4, The Stables, Somerford Hall, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4SL 01260 270206 paulC-SPC@live.co.uk
Vice Chairman Councillor S Broome, 160 Holmes Chapel Road, Somerford, Congleton. CW12 4QB. 01260 280851 njb&5@tiscali.co.uk
Councillor G Bell, 25 Chelford Road, Somerford, Congleton CW12 4QD 01260 272122 g.bell@stevenssolicitors.co.uk

Counciller § Hughes, Oaklands, Chelford Road, Somerford, Congleton CW12 4QD 01260 270992 si.hughes@sky.com

Councillor E Porter, Monacre, 168, Holmes Chapel Road, Somerford, Congleton CW12 4QBTel; 01260 274509 eporter@cleric.co.uk

Counciller D Topping, Woodside Cottage, 11a Blackfirs Lane, Somerford. CW12 4QG Tel; 01260 272987 david.topping@cheshireeast.gov.uk
Counciller K Wainwright, Radnor Bank Farm, Somerford, Congleton. CW12 4RA 01260273397 kathwainwright@btinternet.com
Clerk to the Parish Council ;

Mrs ] Mason, 10, Brereton Heath Lane, Brereton Heath, CW12 45Y 01477 549988 j.mason715@btinternet.com

Cheshire East Councillor

Councillor John Wray, Farriers Cottage, Back Lane End, Smallwood, CW1 2QX 01477 500609 John.wray@cheshireeast.gov.uk

Please register on our website to keep up to date with news in the Parish

Website Address; www.somerford.org

CHAIRMANS REPORT

Last year I opened the Chairman’s report on the events of 2012-13 with the comment that “the last 12
months has seen a dramatic rise in the number of speculative planning applications submitted to
Cheshire East for housing developments in our parish”. Sadly the number of applications hasn’t
diminished and we now have a link road to contend with. I may be repeating myself, but how can this
government, Cheshire East planning officers and developers think that it is fair and reasonable for a
parish of approximately 143 houses to grow by 350% within a matter of a few years. Surely there must
be a rule of proportionality, whereby a parish grows at a rate that it can sustain. The idea of
sustainability appears to no longer register in the minds of planning officers. Remember we have no
shop, no post office, no pub, no church, no play area and the list goes on. You cannot walk safely to
any other village or destination outside the parish and you would never let your children ride on the
roads in the parish without fearing the worst.

We have made progress in hiring a Speed Display Unit (SDU) and the results from a month’s trial are
being analysed. We are also trying to reduce the speed limit along the A54 from 50mph to 40mph, but
inevitably the wheels of local government turn very slowly. We will organise a litter picking morning
soon, although the parish overall is looking fairly well maintained. At this time of year the daffodils
along Sandy Lane look spectacular and brighten up the parish.

Once again, [ would like to thank the parishioners who have attended meetings, fellow councillors for
their support, our Cheshire East councillor, John Wray, for his continued patronage and for our
brilliant parish clerk, Julie Mason, who continues to guide me round the pitfalls of local parish work.

Regards
Councillor Paul Crompton CHAIRMAN
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