SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2024

As a result of the Community Governance Review,

the size of the Council increased from seven to ten
Councillors last year and so we now need to fill three
vacancies. We would very much like to fill them as soon
as possible and would especially like to hear from
parishioners in the new areas of Turnstone Grange and
Somerford Gate, and the long-established area of
Holmes Chapel Road. This would enable us to better
understand issues affecting those areas.

Local councils come in all shapes and sizes. There is
no template to say what we should do and how we
should do it. At first, that can be quite daunting; but it
is also very exciting.

While we are not directly responsible for statutory
services, we are a very busy parish with responsibility
for the public open spaces of Rhead’s Meadows and
Blackfirs Wood; current projects such as the location

of defibrillators in as many centres of population as
possible; concern for the parish generally, including
hedges, verges and the Sandy Lane footpath; responses
to planning applications and liaising with neighbouring
parishes regarding sand quarrying and highway issues
—in particular, the Congleton Link Road.

So, there is lots to do and you could help us make a
difference and ensure our Parish remains one of which
to be proud.

PARISH FINANCES

Our Clerk has been busy completing the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return (the audit) for the
Financial Year 2023-2024. Here’s a picture of what our
payments over the period looked like. The bill for the
significant works we’ve supported at Blackfirs Wood
(see article inside) was received after the end of March
so will be reported next year — expect to see a very
different chart.

PARISH COUNCIL PAYMENTS

Somerford Chapel
Councillors’ Training
Grass Verges
Blackfirs Wood
Rhead’s Meadows
Dog Bin Emptying
Comms

Parish Safety

Memberships

Professional Fees

Employment Costs

£0 £2,000 £4,000 £6,000 £8,000  £10,000  £12,000

Precept

In November 2023 the Council agreed on a precept for
the Financial Year 2024/25 of £50,000. The precept is
an annual sum of money collected with the Council Tax
by Cheshire East Council which supports the activities
of the Parish Council. When setting the precept, we were
very conscious of the difficult financial times we all find
ourselves in, so although this is an increase in absolute
terms it represents a 6.6% decrease per household
since 2023/24. And, of course, the money will be spent
wholly within the parish, not in other parts of Cheshire
East.
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To keep up to date on your parish, please visit; www.somerfordparishcouncil.co.uk



You may have seen recently that Dan Price was elected
to the role of Police and Crime Commissioner for
Cheshire. The Council has asked for a meeting with Dan
to discuss matters of concern in the parish — including
noisy / speeding vehicles on the Congleton Link Road,
which are not only a nuisance but also a risk to road
safety. For more information use the following link:
www.cheshire-pcc.gov.uk/

What’s happening in your area?

Find your local officer, get the latest crime statistics and
advice, help us with appeals for information and find out
what we’re doing to tackle crime in your area:
www.cheshire.police.uk/

If you are unable to attend your Community Police
Meetings, please complete a Residents Voice Survey
and give the police your feedback about the area you
live in here:
orlo.uk/Residents_Voice_Survey_rwmKa

Please select Congleton LPU for your local police unit
before entering the ward you live in, this way the correct
officer will see your feedback.

SOMERFORD CHAPEL

Did you know that we have a unique, 300 year old,
Grade 2 listed building in the parish? Well, we do —
Somerford Chapel, which is a ‘chapel of ease’.

According to Wikipedia, a chapel of ease is a church
building other than the parish Church (in this case,
Astbury St Mary) built within the bounds of a parish for
the attendance of those who cannot conveniently reach
the parish Church.

Chapels of ease are also sometimes associated with
large manor houses where they provide a convenient

place of worship for the family of
the manor and for the staff of the
house and the estate.

Somerford Chapel was built by the
Shakerley family of Somerford Hall
in 1725. The Shakerley family lost
their three sons in the First World
War and one superb stained-
glass window in the Chapel
commemorates that sad time.

The Hall itself was demolished a hundred years ago but
the Chapel still has Sunday services on the first Sunday
of the summer months. Everyone is very welcome.

The Chapel was recently repainted for the first time in
about 20 years. It’s a large and awkward shape and the
cost of the redecoration is not cheap, so the Parish
Council agreed to make a donation towards those costs.

To find it follow the signs for the Chapel on the A54 /
Holmes Chapel Road, about 200m or so to the west of
the Loachbrook Roundabout.

If a group of people would like to visit the Chapel during
the week this can be arranged, just get in touch.

River Dane
Holiday Park




RHCAD'S

Rhead’s Meadows continues to thrive even though some the Cheshire Wildlife Trust for the wildflower seeds they
of the original hedge and tree whips we planted failed harvested last year — money that we can now reinvest in
and have had to be replaced - but, thankfully, they were the Parish.

a very small proportion of the total. We'd like to offer our sincere thanks to Mr Jonathan

The wildflower areas are establishing very well, and pretty ~ Karnon and his family who very generously donated

much all of the species are perennials. So unlike some another bench in the South Meadow which has been
brightly coloured annual mixes you see on roadsides, the  treated and will be installed very soon. We hope that
Meadows will keep getting better with time, without the you make good use of this new bench and enjoy the
need to keep reseeding, and are generally much more view it will give of Mow Cop through the trees.

beneficial for our pollinating insects. We even got paid by
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Somerford Grove

Residents contacted us in March 2024 with concerns
over a letter they had received from Greenbelt (the
estate management company) regarding the costs of
tree felling that was due to take place on the estate.

Greenbelt informed residents of the work and the
increased cost which would be included in the following
month’s fee to be shared by all households. The work
was not part of the routine maintenance schedule but
was needed for the overall maintenance of the estate.

NG

The tree survey had taken place in the previous October
2023 yet residents were only informed of the tree felling
10 days prior to the work being carried out in March
2024. One large beech tree was diseased, and another
two trees also needed to have branches trimmed.

Residents were unhappy
at the short notice that was
given for the work taking
place and the sudden
additional cost to them.
There was no evidence
given of value for money
by several quotes being
obtained and if the work
would be carried out by a
local contractor.

We advised residents to
look at forming a residents’
committee, as has been
done at the Loachbrook
Meadow Estate, to enable a
regular meeting with the
management company,
either in person or virtually
to discuss all maintenance
matters regarding the
estate and any additional costs that may be incurred.
We believe residents should be informed of how their
money is being spent by the management company
and receive proven value for money.

We have written some guidance on management
companies and residents’ committees. This can be
requested by emailing Jeanette Hardman:
jhardman@somerfordparishcouncil.gov.uk

This guidance was written for Loachbrook Meadow
residents and may be useful for future committees on
any of the other housing developments.
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Loachbrook Meadow - Progress?

After a positive start to 2024 the topping off of Loachbrook
Farm Way was suddenly halted by United Utilities in
February, and all other works around the estate also
seemed to stop.

The topping off of roads by developers Bovis/Vistry was
due to be completed in February/March, before their
drainage contractors Matthews & Leigh could return to
the site at the end of March to continue work on the
drains. Due to the layout of the estate and road closures,
both groundworks contractors cannot be on site at the
same time.

We have repeatedly pointed out that 10 years is far too
long for residents to be waiting for the estate to be
finished. It is impacting negatively on the daily lives,
house sales and the mood of residents. We have been
in regular contact with Bovis/Vistry, United Utilities and
Cheshire East planners and have been pressing them
to provide a realistic timetable for the completion of all
works in order to reassure the residents.

Work on the roads did finally restart at the beginning of
May. Loachbrook Farm Way has now been tarmacked
and works on the block paving at the junction of Field
View Road and Loachbrook Farm Way were completed
on 29th June. The other works outstanding around the
estate have now all been scheduled and look to be
going ahead.

Meanwhile, the work on the replacement drains is
expected to continue once the contractors have finished
all the remedial works on the damaged kerbstones
around the estate.

For residents of
LOACHBROOK MEADOW

Please email the residents’ group at
loachbrookmeadow@gmail.com
for any of the following:
® |f you would like to receive email updates directly

regarding our campaign to get the estate finished.
Please send an email titled ‘Subscribe’

® |f you are interested in becoming a member of
the residents’ committee once the Management
Company has been installed, please send an
email titled Residents’ Committee with your name
and address.



BLACKFRS WOOD

Since the Parish Council signed the lease to take control
of Blackfirs Wood in December 2021 we have made
steady and continuous progress in improving the facility
for the benefit of the community.

We commissioned a comprehensive tree survey to
assess the site and ensure safety but in recent storms
several trees were affected. Our contractor took
remedial action to clear stretches of path which had
been blocked, and all the felled wood will remain on
site, stacked to degrade naturally as this will provide
habitats for bugs and other wildlife.

Additional fencing for most of the perimeter of the site
has been erected and wheelchair friendly gates have
been installed...
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SIBELLD APPLIGATION TO ESTABLISH
A SAND QUARRY AT SOMERFORD FARM

The application from Sibelco to open a new sand quarry
at Somerford Farm is still under consideration by
Cheshire East planners. Silica sand is a mineral of
national strategic importance. Companies like Sibelco
can only go where the sand is and where they can
obtain permission from relevant landowners to extract

it. To address some of the concerns voiced by local
residents and national agencies, Sibelco has submitted
a revised proposal which would see approximately
250,000 tonnes less extracted from the site.

The Parish Council has regular meetings with Sibelco
representatives to better understand the intentions of
the company at the site and to make representations or
raise concerns on behalf of the parish.

...and we’ve restored over 300 linear metres of paths
using recycled plastic edging boards with a self-binding
gravel surface, both inside and along the perimeter
fence. The edging boards should last much longer
than the old wooden boards which they’ve replaced.

By the time that you read this article the job will have
been finished and, hopefully, you will agree that Blackfirs
Wood is a place you’d like to walk through and enjoy. The
wrens and song thrushes seem to love it and there has
even been a report that a heron was spotted by the ponds!

INFRASTRUCTURE
DEFIBRILLATORS, SIGNAGE
AND NOTICEBOARDS

It is just over twelve months since we
placed our first parish defibrillator in
a refurbished old telephone kiosk
on the grass verge at the junction

of Chelford Road and Blackfirs
Lane. Views from locals are that the
result has very much enhanced the
landscape. Plans for a second unit
are well advanced. With the kind
support of the Bovis/Vistry Group,
we propose to locate a free standing,
weatherproof defibrillator cabinet at
the junction of Field View Road and
Sandbach Road, adjacent to the
existing electricity junction box.
We'll be exploring with the other house builders in the
parish whether they too can support the installation of
defib units at their developments.

As the size of the parish increases, we’re also looking at
whether and where we can provide additional boundary
signs, finger posts and other signage, or refurbish some
of the existing signs. We are hoping to take delivery
soon of a new noticeboard to replace the old, leaking
and dilapidated board by the entrance to Somerford
Park Farm.



Engaging with
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Our Community

Throughout the year residents contact the council
regarding all matters relating to life in the parish. Our
semi-rural community brings its own set of issues and
concerns. As a Parish Council we do not provide any
statutory services, but we are here to help ensure that
we all live in a pleasant, safe and clean environment.
We strive to keep our residents informed of all matters
of importance and interest.

For those who do not have access to digital information,
further details regarding any campaigns can be requested
by post.

Rhead’s Meadows and Blackfirs Wood are of great
importance to us as we continue to improve and
maintain them, and we are now looking to improve the
Sandy Lane area. We are currently working with the
rector of Astbury St Mary Church — the Mother Church —
to support Somerford Chapel as it is our only community
building. We recognise the potential for other events to
be held there during the year and hope many more can
enjoy the building, surroundings and all they have to
offer all year round.

We are here to listen to our residents and liaise with
Cheshire East Council and other local authorities and
organisations. It is important that we ensure everyone
knows of safety campaigns, advice from Police and
the Highways authorities, changes to local services,
community schemes and grants that may be available.
We publish, advertise and promote surveys that are
carried out by Cheshire East Council under the “Have
Your Say” banner to enable residents to let Cheshire
East Council know their views and influence their
decisions regarding their services.

Full information on all campaigns can be found through
links on our website and Facebook page. Social media
allows us to inform many people during the year, and
since we have an everchanging population it ensures
we can provide information in real time. Many residents
may be new to life in the countryside. Our newsletter
ensures all households will receive updates, information
and advice throughout the year.

The main safety campaigns for residents within Cheshire
East currently being run are as follows:

Operation Recall

The Operation Recall project, with partners the National
Rural Crime Unit (NRCU), the RSPCA and Naturewatch

Foundation, was launched in October 2023 by Cheshire
Police and is now a national initiative.

The project so far Protect your dog.

We aim to drastically reduce | =l7s]a=Ted | [1V/ 1= Lo o4 |48
the number of incidents
where animals suffer, whether
that’s injured livestock or
dogs killed as a consequence
of an attack. Full details of
Operation Recall can be
found on the following link:

naturewatch.org/campaigns/operation-recall/

ending dog attacks
on animals. §
Keep your dog saféss

Dog Control and Dog Fouling

Please ensure your dog is on a lead or under control at
all times in our open spaces and residential areas.

In public places, you must keep your dog ‘under control’.
Generally, this means close to you and ideally on a lead.
If they’re not on a lead, they need to be under control in
another way, such as paying attention to your voice
commands.

As always, please clear up after your dog and put your
bags in one of the dog bins provided. If you are not near
a dog bin any litter bin will do or take your bags home
and place your waste in the black bins as normal.

Cheshire Police have launched
‘Operation Park Safe’

Operation Park Safe is a new project which will allow
members of the public to report parking issues online.

As part of the scheme,

residents will be able to

upload videos and

photographs of offending

vehicles where they will

be assessed by an

experienced traffic officer, who will triage and deal with
any dangerous parking offences. Any minor traffic
obstructions, or community impact issues will be allocated
to the local PCSO or Beat officers to deal with in an
appropriate manner.

Full details of the scheme and how to report parking
offences online can be found in the following link:

www.cheshire.police.uk/police-forces/cheshire-
constabulary/areas/cheshire/campaigns/op-park-safe



v We always want to hear from you!

We are always happy to hear from our
community, please let us know of any
concerns or thoughts you may have.

Please do send us your photos of
Somerford and surrounding areas, to be
featured on our Social Media Channels.
We can feature local events that may be
of interest to our residents.

Please contact us if you would like to
volunteer to help at our public open spaces

All our communication facilities
are available as follows:

WEBSITE:
www.somerfordparishcouncil.co.uk/

Here you will find all contact details for your
clerk and councillors.

FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/SomerfordParishCouncil
Our official Facebook page. You can like,
comment or message us directly.
INSTAGRAM:
somerfordparishcouncil

Our official Instagram account. You can like,
comment or message us directly.

EMAIL:

The clerk and all the councillors have an official
email address which can be found on our
website and Facebook page.

BY POST:

You can write to our clerk. The address is
on our website and Facebook page.

TELEPHONE NUMBERS:

These can be found on our
website and Facebook page.

NOTICEBOARDS:
These are situated within the parish.

NEWSLETTER:
A newsletter is sent out twice a year.

Rhead’s Meadows and Blackfirs Wood, take part in any
future litter picks or volunteer to help at Somerford Chapel.

We encourage our residents to share any of our
Facebook posts that are felt to be relevant to estate
residents group pages or local group pages.

There are many ways you can keep in touch with all that
is going on within Somerford and our surrounding areas.
Stay up to date with all we are doing for Somerford and
what is offered to our residents by other local authorities
and organisations.

Cheshire East
Council

is the principal authority for all of
Cheshire East and supports the
below services:

Schools

Libraries

Highways (e.g. potholes)

Waste and Recycling Collections
Council Tax

Business Rates

CC1v

Benefits

Licensing

Social Services & Social Care
Planning & Building Regulations
Public / Environmental Health
Parks & Play Areas
Crematorium

Car Parks

Road & Footpath Gritting
Regeneration

1. 0300 123 5500




Useful Contucts

BIN WASTE AND RECYCLING

VIA ‘FIX MY STREET’

fixmystreet.cheshireeast.gov.uk/

PEST CONTROL ETC.
PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/planning/planning.aspx

STREET LIGHTING ISSUES

ROADS, PARKING AND TRAVEL

www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/waste_and_recycling/bins-waste-and-recycling.aspx

REPORTING POTHOLES, FLY-TIPPING ETC.

DOG WARDEN SERVICE, NOISE NUISANCE,

www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/business/environmental_health/environmental-health.aspx

www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/road-maintenance/street-lighting.aspx

www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/roads-parking-and-travel.aspx

Somerford Puarish Gouncil

1 OVERTON MEADOW, OVERTON GREEN, SMALLWOOD, CHESHIRE, CW11 2UP

Tel: 07734 808677

Your Clerk and Councillors

Clerk Chairman Vice-Chairman Councillor
CARLTON & Councillor & Councillor PAUL
EVANS GEOFF JEANETTE CROMPTON
BELL HARDMAN
Councillor Councillor Councillor Councillor
SIMON GWYNETH TREVOR BILL
CHORLTON

HUGHES DERBYSHIRE MASSEY

Councillor
JOHNVF

WRAY F.inst.D.
Cheshire East
Councillor
representing
Somerford on
Cheshire East
Council

3 Councillor
Vacancies




