
SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

 
ANNUAL NEWSLETTER                                        APRIL 2017 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

Monday 24th April 2017 at Somerford Park Farm 7.30 pm 

AGENDA  

1.  Welcome and apologies  

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held 
on Monday 25th April 2016 

3. Matters arising from the minutes  

4. Comments and suggestions from the 
residents present  

(Please email the Clerk if unable to attend)  

Jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com  

5. Chairman’s Report  

6.  Financial Report 

CHAIRMANS REPORT 2016/2017 

Much has happened in the last 12 months – indeed too much to do justice to it all in a few short 

paragraphs and once again planning takes the lead.   

Planning:  The Congleton Link Road, occupying almost 200 acres of Open Countryside, received 

planning permission in July 2016, the Somerford Triangle was the subject of a new planning application 

which was granted in February 2017 for 170 houses, outline planning permission was granted for land 

lying between Black Firs Lane and Back Lane (200 houses on 27 acres) and for land lying between Back 

Lane and the River Dane in March 2017 (275 houses on 60 acres).  Added to the 270 already in build on 

the two Loachbrook sites, we can expect the parish to grow from about 145 dwellings just two years ago 

to about 1,100 in about five years’ time.  An increase of about  800% in such a short period must be a 

national record. The Good News  (all the foregoing is either Bad or Ugly – you can be the judge of which) 

is that planning permission has now been granted for the parish council to create a nature park on 8 

acres of land between Black Firs Lane and Longdown Road.  This will be done with the considerable 

financial assistance of the RSPB, to whom the land was bequeathed by Mrs Lavinia  Rhead.  We will be 

consulting with residents and neighbours as soon as the land has been formally conveyed to the PC. 

Watch this space! 

The Neighbourhood Plan: is still moving forward although it has not reached the stage we had hoped 

for it at this time. The Chairman of the steering group, Sandy Kenyon, who has recently left the PC 

having moved house to Sandbach, has kindly agreed to remain in post to ensure the final referendum 

mailto:Jmasonparishclerk@gmail.com


stage is reached. We are currently moving towards the next significant stage, which is known as 

“regulation 14” at which time the plan will be ready for pre-submission public consultation. We are 

grateful to Sandy and her team for continuing with the task despite the many problems they have had to 

face along the way and hope that residents will demonstrate interest and support when the 

consultation takes place.   

The Village Green; the application is to be the subject of a public inquiry commencing on Monday  8th 

May in Congleton Town Hall. Again we would hope that residents old and new will attend and give 

support at that hearing.  

Christmas tree: The PC purchased a blue cedar (cedrus atlantica glauca) and lit it in time for the 2016 

celebrations. We are grateful to Anwyl Homes who provided financial assistance for this project. We 

decided that a living tree would be more appropriate and cost effective in the long term rather than a 

cut tree and we hope to see it flourish for many years to come.     

Vehicle Speeds: We continue to share resident’s concerns at the speed at which traffic passes through 

the parish, most especially along the built up areas of the A54 Holmes Chapel Road. We had spent much 

time and energy trying to persuade Cheshire East Borough Council (CEBC) to address these concerns and 

were finally rewarded with the promise of a “route review”. This took about two years to progress but 

early in 2016 we were told that it had been agreed that the stretch between Moss Lane, Brereton and 

Davenport Chapel was to be reduced from 50mph to 40 mph. Whilst we were disappointed the 

reduction was not greater in both permitted speed and location of the new limits, it was at least a small 

improvement. However, in September 2016, CEBC adopted a new Speed Management Strategy (SMS) 

which they decided prevented them from implementing the reduction planned. We immediately 

arranged for CEBC Deputy Leader and Highways Portfolio holder, Councillor David Brown to attend the 

next PC meeting, together with officers from the Highways Department, to explain the decision. We also 

invited along representatives from the Brereton Parish Council who shared our concern. The strength of 

public feeling was very obvious to all in attendance and we extracted an undertaking from Councillor 

Brown that he would visit the location and “walk the walk” along the pavement, that soon after the 

Easter holidays he would arrange for further speed data to be collected from the area and that he would 

thereafter reconsider the decision not to implement the speed reduction previously planned. He would 

also consider whether he was right to implement the SMS in the light of the previous decision for a 

reduction.  

Parish Council Vacancies: We currently have two vacancies for Parish Councillors. We have a busy year 

ahead of us and many things to influence within the community. The parish is growing fast and we have 

more opportunities to make a difference as the new houses will increase our precept to the highest it 

has ever been. Even if you don’t wish to join the team please step forward and let us know how you 

would like our parish to be improved , ideas for new projects or just the introduction of small 

improvements for example an extra post box. The Council would welcome hearing from you.     

Councillor Geoff Bell 



WEBSITE 

We have the facility to register on the website. This will let you know of any news /information/any current items 

of interest in the parish.  If you register every time we post news you will see it in your in box as opposed to 

checking the website. Please register http://somerford.org/ 

ACCOUNTS 2016/17  

Opening Balance  APRIL 2016 2, 720 

Receipts   

Precept 11,000 

Council tax support 66 

Cheshire East Legal Fees  35, 000 

Residents fund Village Green  2,280 

Anwyl Homes 100 

Copy minutes   10 

Christmas Donations  390 

Speed Display Unit donation 250 

Interest 4 

HMRC VAT  8,718 

Credit room hire 126 

SLAG 1,849 

Refund Davenport Chapel 126 

TOTAL  62,639 

Payments   

Clerks Salary  3,934 

Expenses 235 

TCS Management  55 

Internal Auditor 25 

External Auditor 120 

Cheshire Community Action  20 

Cheshire Association of Local Councils  109 

CPRE 36 

Room Hire  384 

Insurance 329 

http://somerford.org/


 

Parish Councillor Vacancies 

If you wish to apply please 

contact the Clerk 

jmasonparishclerk@gmail.c

om   

Highways  

We are still pursuing the standard of Radnor 

Bank. Although the road surface in areas 

has been patched and the running water 

has to a degree, been solved it is still in 

need of some capital funding from Cheshire 

East.  

If you see any potholes or blocked gullies 

will you please report on the website 

https://www.cheshireeasthighways.org/rep

ort-it-general.aspx 

We would like to welcome back 

Councillor Paul Crompton to the team. 

Paul, now retired, decided to re join 

last month.   

All Parish Councillor details can be 

found on our website 

www.somerford.org  

 

We do report many and try and endeavour to 

chase up Cheshire East when not actioned but 

the support of an extra pair of eyes would help 

everybody.  

We have listed the pavements along the A54 to 

be swept and they are scheduled in this year.  

 

 

Freedom Of Information ICO 35 

Newsletter 335 

Website 352 

Bin Stickers 270 

Christmas Tree 862 

Grass cutting 300 

Lights for tree  156 

Solicitors – (Village Green)   43,853 

Training 30 

Donations 300 

Chairman’s Allowance 30 

Fixed assets 120 

TOTAL 51,890 

Closing balance APRIL 2017  10,749.00 
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