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Neighborhood Plan. 25th April

The Localism Act which became
law in April 2012 introduced a
number of Community Rights
with the aim of giving people
and groups a greater say over
what happens in their areas and
to shape their neighbourhood’s
futures. One of the new rights
allows communities to produce
a neighbourhood plan . They set
out policies on the develop-

Neighborhood Steering
Group

ment and use of land in a par-
ish .

Neighbourhood plans are statu-
tory planning documents which
means that they must be taken
account of in planning deci-
sions. There is no legal require-
ment to produce a neighbour-
hood plan but communities
might find it beneficial to plan
their local area and to decide
where and what type of devel-
opment should happen. (CCA
website — What is a Neighbour-
hood Plan?)

Somerford have a steering
group, consisting of some Par-
ish Councillors and some resi-
dents . They have now had 4
meetings and things are pro-
gressing well. Working groups
have been established to cover
individual aspects of the plan

which need to be covered, such
as communication, funding
applications, environmental
studies and a survey of local
business needs. The dates and
times are published on the
Somerford Parish Council web-
site under the Neighbourhood
Plan section.

We have had replies to our first
questionnaire and these will be
used in a presentation to be
given at the open day (see at-
tached newsletter) on 25" April
at Blackfirs School. | under-
stand that some of you feel that
neighbourhood planning is too
little too late, however | would
urge you all to come along to
the Consultation Event where
you can see for yourselves what
is being proposed and have
your say.

Councillor S Kenyon

Inside this issue:

Congleton Link Road 2
Services in the Park 2
Fix my Street 2
Accounts 3
Chairman's Summary 4
Contact the Council 4
members

Village Green 4

The Parish Council are
holding their Annual Par-
ish Meeting after the
Neighbourhood Plan Con-
sultation Event

° Welcome and Apolo-
gies

° Minutes from the
Annual Parish Meet-
ing held on 7th April

2014.

° Financial Report from
the Clerk

° Chairman's Report

and summary

° Mr. Tom Evans Prin-
cipal Planning Officer
assisting Somerford
with devising a NP.

° Questions and An-
swer Session.

Special points of in-
terest:
e ELECTIONS 7th May

* Neighborhood Steering
Group - please join to as-
sist our team . Contact
Julie Mason 01260 640854

e Please register on the web-
site to be kept up to date.

Help the Parish Council by
letting us know your email
address for communication
updates.




CONGLETON LINK ROAD

“Have we lost town its Link Road”

—this was the heading on the front
page of the Congleton Chronicle- 12th
March 2015. It stated that Congleton
Councillors could make a u-turn on
their decision and reject Cheshire
East’s proposed route for the town’s
link road and that its opposition could
spell the end of the much needed
£77.5m by-pass. They argued that CEC
had ignored the residents’ choice of
route and instead put forward their
own proposal. Their decision would
bring the road 200 metres closer to
West Heath homes, Coun Larry Barker
adding that the proposed route was
“undemocratic” and “disappointing”.
This Modified Preferred Route was
approved by Cabinet on 7t January
2015. 1t will now travel alongside

Sandy Lane, with a spur road near to
New House Farm on Holmes Chapel
Road, this leading to a roundabout
close to the entrance to Somerford
Hall drive. The route has been
amended as it passes behind Chelford
Road. It now sweeps out in a greater
curve behind the houses in Chelford
Road but moves nearer to those at the
top of Chelford Road and takes a fur-
ther arc into agricultural land at the
junction of Blackfirs Lane /Chelford
Road. It will then cross Back Lane to a
large roundabout half way down Rad-
nor Hall drive from where a spur will
lead off to Radnor Park Trading Es-
tate. Back Lane will be continued
alongside the Link Road and will exit
onto Blackfirs Lane. We hope resi-
dents of Somerford Parish visited the

CHAPEL SERVICES in SOMERFORD PARK

All services are at 2.30pm

. Sunday 3rd May - Evensong
. Sunday 7th June - Evensong
. Sunday 5th July - Evensong

. Sunday 2nd August - Even-
song

Fix my Street” REPORT ISSUES NEAR YOUR HOME

Bumpy ride this morning? View
blocked by dumped rubbish? Potholes
and fly tipping are just two of the
street faults that can be reported via
the website www.FixMyStreet.com,
along with vandalism, graffiti, dog
fouling and many other common com-
munity issues.

While most of us know that the council
are responsible for fixing these things,
we may not know wwhich council, let
along which department in which
council.

. Sunday 6th September -
Evensong

. Sunday 27th September -
Harvest Festival

. No services in October &
November

. Sunday 13th December -
Christmas Carol Service

With FixMyStreet all you have to do is
locate the problem on a map and select
a category the site then sends it off to
the right place to get fixed.

All reports are published on the site, as
well as being sent to the council. Brows-
ing your own postcode can be interest-
ing, as you soon learn what the persis-
tent problems are in your area, and
whether or not they are being fixed.

Pre- Planning Consultations in Congle-
ton at the beginning of March and gave
their views or filled in the question-
naire, which was posted to all Congle-
ton residents. Results of the public con-
sultations will be analysed and meet-
ings will continue with landowners.
Work is continuing on environmental
assessments and geotechnical analysis
and design, enabling layouts for struc-
tures, foundations and steepness of side
slopes, embankments and cuttings.
Somerford will be carved up by this
road and it is beyond understanding
that West Heath residents are com-
plaining about it being 200 metres
nearer to them.

For some residents in Somerford it will
pass no more than 40 metres from their

Councillor K Wainwright

WWW.SOMERFORD.ORG

Please come along

Refreshments after the service

There's also the opportunity to discuss
individual reports in the comments
section.

FixMyStreet comes from the UK not-
for-profit organisation my Society, and
one of the longest running and most
used services.
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ACCOUNTS 2014715

Opening Balance 3,674.00
INCOME

PRECEPT 7,000.00
INCOME TAX GRANT 173.00
VAT 1,424.00
TOTAL 8,597.00
OUTGOINGS

Clerks salary 2,445.00
Publications 182.00
Training 20.00
CHALC 94.00
CPRE 36.00
Expenses 277.00
Speed Display Unit 1,219.00
Audit fees 61.00
Insurance 365.00
website 231.00
TCS Management 77.00
Notice board maintenance 60.00
Grass cutting/Tree Maintenance 660.00
Room hire 266.00
Open spaces 45.00
QC consultation Village Green 3,000.00
TOTAL 9,038.00
Closing Balance 3,233.00
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Somerford Parish Council
Members

ALL COUNCILLOR DETAILS ON THE
WEBSITE

WWW.SOMERFORD.ORG

Clerk ; Mrs Julie Mason

Phone: 01260 641854

Chairman's report

As | complete another twelve months in
office | am proud to think we have moved
forward this year as a Council. We are em-

barking on a Neighborhood plan which |
believe is the most positive thing we have
challenged ourselves to do since the devel-
opment challenges began. | thank all the

members for their commitment and hard
work.

E-mail: J.Mason715@btinternet.com

Please join us on 25th

April 10 am until 2pm | wish to thank Mr. Bobby Bell for all his

efforts to challenging the Village Green on

Chelford/Blackfirs Road. He is a committed
man who | wish success and has my com-

plete support. The meetings are well at-

ELECTIONS ON 7TH

MAY

PLEASE DON’T
FORGET TO VOTE

tended due to his hard work .
Hope to see you all at our Annual meeting

The Chairman

Village Green Application

The application submitted by Bobby Bell for
the grassed area bordering the field
bounded by Chelford Road, Black Firs Lane
and Holmes Chapel Road to be designated a
Village Green was considered by the Chesh-
ire East Council Public Rights of Way Com-
mittee (PROW) on Monday the 16th March.
Bobby had asked that the hearing be put
back to a later date in order that he might
attend but this application was rejected by
the committee which then went on to refuse
the application by a vote of 3 to 2. The Con-
gleton Chronicle published a report of the
hearing in which two of the three councillors
voting for refusal had comments quoted
which made it obvious that they did not
understand the Village Green legislation or
the purpose for which it was introduced.

Your Parish Council then convened an ur-
gent meeting on Monday the 23rd March at
which many residents were present. It was
clear that the feeling of the parishioners
present was that the decision by the PROW
Committee was taken without having
proper regard to either the law on Village
Greens or the feelings of the parishioners. A
question was raised as to whether the issue
affected the whole of the parish or just those
who lived adjacent to the area known as the
Somerford Triangle. It was pointed out that

over 80 of the total number of 147 houses
in the parish (before recent development)
were located in the immediate area and
that in any event the rural nature of the
parish as a whole would be seriously com-
promised if the application were not suc-
cessful.

The parish council took note of the strength
of feeling within the parish and voted in
favour of asking the High Court to judi-
cially review the decision of the PROW
committee on the basis that the council has
not complied with its duty to deal with this
village green application fairly and in ac-
cordance with the rules of natural justice,
in particular:

It did not give full or sufficient
regard to the wishes of the appli-
cant to appear before it in person,
despite the inordinate delay occa-
sioned by the council in hearing
this matter;

The council was misdirected, or
misdirected itself, as to the legal
nature of the area of land in ques-
tion, in particular whether or not
the land was capable of being des-
ignated part of a highway;

The advisor instructed by the

council was not in fact an inde-
pendent advisor;

It did not give full or sufficient
regard to the applicant’s argument
that the application should be re-
ferred to a different authority
given that the council was itself an
objector to the application;

The council member’s present and
voting upon the application did
not understand the legislation re-
lating to Village Greens or the pur-
pose for which it was enacted and
clearly made their decision upon a
mistaken belief as to the nature
thereof.

The formal grounds of the application are
now being drawn up and steps are in place
to enable parishioners and others to contrib-
ute to a fighting fund to support the Parish
Council’'s own funds. Information on how to
contribute will be distributed shortly. The
parish councillor is grateful to those who
have offered financial support already.

Councillor G Bell






