
 

 

 

SOMERFORD PARISH COUNCIL  

 

NEWSLETTER  Q 

 

Summer 2012 

 
 

Dear Residents, 

 

The Parish Council wishes you all a 

happy holiday season and hope 

whatever you are up to the weather 

is fine and you enjoy the summer.  

 

In May we recruited a new Chairman 

– Councillor Paul Crompton. Paul lived 

in Brownlow and is now in the Parish 

at ‘The Stables’ near Somerford 

Hall. He is very busy working as an 

accountant in Liverpool but is 

committed to our community and 

hopes to make a difference over the 

next twelve months.  We have also 

recruited a new Vice Chairman – 

Councillor Kath Wainwright. She is a 

very experienced Councillor, Kath 

has been a member for over 

eighteen years. I am sure many of 

you will remember her as our 

friendly milk lady !!! 

 

The contentious planning application, 

for over 200 new houses at  

‘Loachbrook Farm’ was taken to 

appeal by the applicant, after  

 

 

refusal by Cheshire East last August 

2011 and there was an enquiry and 

site visit made in February 2012. We 

still have not had a decision from 

the inspector in Bristol but will 

update our website when any news 

becomes available. 

 

Cheshire East is in the process of 

devising a new Local Plan. This will 

replace the existing plans from the 

former boroughs and will look ahead 

to 2013 and beyond. There has been 

a lot of work put into this, including 

four Town Strategies under the 

Neighbourhood Planning Initiative in 

Spring 2012. I am sure many of you 

remember the consultation about 

the development of Congleton Town. 

Until the Plan is devised and 

completed Cheshire East Council is 

using Interim polices. The 

Government requires a rolling five 

year plan of housing sites.  Cheshire 

East assures us that the decisions 

will be made in accordance with 

democratic wishes of the local 

people and they will have 

 

 



  

 

a positive and proactive measure to 

manage developments ahead of the 

publication of the Local Plan. 

 

In response to this, our Chairman is 

very keen to devise a Somerford, 

Brereton and Astbury 

Neighbourhood Plan. He is aware 

this will take a great amount of hard 

work and involve some costs, 

although he is seeking funding. We 

hopefully have the support of Mr 

Don Muir from Brownlow. He has a 

vast amount of experience and 

knowledge regarding planning. He 

was also an important and active 

member of the Sandy Lane Action 

Group.  Somerford Parish Council is 

very aware that Congleton Town 

Council wish to develop outside the 

town boundary and move to the rural 

areas. They feel a NP would be a 

weapon to oppose such development 

in the Parish.  Bloor homes have 

recently purchased ‘Ivanhoe’ to build 

11 dwellings, ; they are also in the 

process of purchasing the land 

opposite’ Rose Cottages’ to develop 

beyond the original application of 6 

houses.  It is very concerning that 

they also have an option on the land 

behind ‘Broomfields’ and ‘Ivanhoe’.  

Many residents attended our July 

meeting to speak against the Rose 

Cottage development as they haven’t 

chose to live in Somerford to 

experience this visual change to the 

lovely area we currently live in. Bloor 

homes could develop in excess of 30 

houses on this piece of land.  

 

 

 

 

 

If there are any members of the 

public who would wish to become 

involved in the process of devising  

our Neighbourhood plan, would you 

please contact us ? (Details at the 

bottom of the page).  

 

The Precept we receive is public 

money and we spend it on and within 

our Parish. We have installed a new 

bench to commemorate the Queens 

Diamond Jubilee 2012 on the 

Blackfirs Lane/ A54 junction. In 

addition we have replaced the notice 

board on Chelford Road. These are 

some examples of where we have 

used the money. We have had to 

face many, many obstacles regarding 

the use of a Speed Display Unit in 

our Parish without spending the 

precept. The Fire Service has no 

Speed Display Units in operation and 

need £1,969.00 to repair one. A new 

one is £2,600 for the A54. A new 

one for the A54 within the 40mph 

speed limit is £3,000 (this is a 

speed display unit which displays the 

real speed of an approaching vehicle 

plus a safety message SLOW DOWN 

or THANK YOU). Again Cheshire 

East has a broken unit and can’t 

afford to mend it. We are on a 

waiting list to have the use of 

another one should it become 

available but have been waiting since 

last year.  All very frustrating. 

Please give us your views about how 

your money should be spent – do we 

buy or repair a Speed Display Unit 

for our Parish?. The Councillors, as 

volunteers, are only allowed to use 

the mobile unit in the 40mph zone  

 



 

within the Parish due to 

Highway/Saftey regulations. 

 

At our last Annual meeting we had a 

speaker from ‘Streetscape’ at 

Cheshire East – Mr Charlie Griffies. 

Lots of responsibilities with one 

being litter collection.  Everybody 

has an issue with litter in our rural  

 

 

area, especially being so close to  

Macdonalds and KFC  We know that 

their customers must buy their 

meals  in Congleton and then just get 

to Somerford when they have 

finished and throw out their 

packaging!!! 

Somerford Parish Council wishes to 

ask if there are any volunteers to 

help with a litter collection through 

the Parish. All equipment and high 

viz jackets will be supplied. It will be 

a community activity arranged by 

the Clerk. Please let us know.  

 

May we all take this opportunity to 

thank two of our Councillors Kath 

and Cynthia for cleaning the  road 

signs, the benches and  notice 

boards in the Parish. Well Done   

 

Just a reminder if you live in 

Somerford please register on our 

website it will keep you up to date of 

everything especially new planning 

applications. www.somerford.org  
 

COUNCILLORS IN THE PARISH 

Chairman Councillor P Crompton, 4, The 

Stables, Somerford Hall, Congleton,  

 

Cheshire CW12 4SL 01260 270206 

paul.crompton@live.co.uk  

 

Vice Chairman Councillor K Wainwright, 

Radnor Bank Farm, 

Somerford,Congleton. CW12 4RA 

 

Tel;01260273397 e mail: 

kathwainwright@btinternet.com 

 

 

Councillor C Bailey, Lyndale, Holmes 

Chapel Road, Somerford, Congleton. 

CW12 4SP. Tel; 01477 537264 

cynthiabailey@talktalk.net 

 

Councillor S Broome,160 Holmes Chapel 

Road, Somerford, Congleton. CW12 

4QB. Tel; 01260 280851 

njb65@tiscali.co.uk   

 

Councillor A Evetts, Rosslyn, Holmes 

Chapel Road, Somerford, Congleton, 

Cheshire CW12 4SP Tel; 01477 534618 

a.evetts@btinternet.com 

 

Councillor D R Lancake ,166, Holmes 

Chapel Road, Somerford, Congleton  

Cheshire CW12 4QS Tel ; 01260 

274558 e mail dlancake@sky.com 

 

Councillor D Topping, Woodlands 

Cottage, 11a Blackfirs Lane, Somerford. 

CW12 4QG Tel; 01260 272987    e mail; 

david.topping@cheshireeast.gov.uk  

                

 

Clerk to the Parish Council ; Mrs J 

Mason,  10, Brereton Heath Lane, 

Brereton Heath, CW12 4SY Tel; 01477 

549988 e mail masjl2@aol.com  

 

Website Address; www.somerford.org 
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