SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2025

As a result of the Community Governance Review, the
size of the Council increased from seven to ten
Councillors and with some recent changes we now
need to fill our vacancies. We would especially like to
hear from parishioners in the new areas of Turnstone
Grange and Somerford Gate, and the long-established
area along the Holmes Chapel Road. This would enable
us to better understand issues affecting those areas.

Local councils come in all shapes and sizes. There is no
template to say what we should do and how we should
do it. At first, that can be quite daunting; but it is also
very exciting.

While we are not directly responsible for statutory
services, we are a very busy parish with responsibility
for the public open spaces of Rhead’s Meadows and
Blackfirs Wood; current projects such as the location
of defibrillators in as many centres of population as
possible; concern for the parish generally, including
hedges, verges and the Sandy Lane footpath;
responses to planning applications and liaising with
neighbouring parishes regarding sand quarrying and
highway issues — in particular, the Congleton Link Road.
So, there is lots to do and you could help us to make a
difference and continue to improve the parish for the
benefit of all.

PARISH FINANCES

You may have noticed that the pace of housing
development in the parish had slowed considerably
over the last year or so and as a consequence the tax
base used by Cheshire East Council to calculate the
precept has risen only slightly. After several years of
setting budgets which meant reductions per household,
the level of the precept per household will need to
increase a little, not least to take account of inflation.
The Council is very conscious that all parishioners are
affected by inflation and other rising costs.

So having considered the views of residents and their
ambitions for the parish the Council agreed to request
a precept for the 2025/26 Financial Year of £53,210,
which equates to a Band D equivalent of £51.16. This is
an overall increase of 2%, or the equivalent of £1 per
household per year compared with 2024/25.

Our spend around the parish is summarised below.
The largest project by far was improving the paths and
fences at Blackfirs Wood during 23/24, but the invoices
only arrived in 24/25. Donations included the parking
improvements at Somerford Chapel — see the article
later in the newsletter.
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In December, the new PCC joined the parish council,
along with councillors from Holmes Chapel and Hulme
Wallfield and Somerford Booths parish councils. Mr Price
set out his priorities for his term of office and took
questions. He had produced a ‘Plan on a Page’, centred
around three core areas: Reducing Crime, Listening to

SOMERFORD CHAPEL

All Saints’ Chapel of Ease, Somerford, is a beautiful and
secluded Grade Il listed building in the rolling Cheshire
countryside. It was built in 1725, but despite its appeal
the weather means that services can only be held there
between May and September.

Access is via a long track and the only available car
parking is on the grass fields outside the perimeter
fencing. But sadly those lovely picturesque fields become
unusable in the wetter months.

As a consequence, the Chapel’s income is much
reduced since it can’t benefit from a collection plate
when there are no regular services, and can’t regularly
offer other events such as weddings and christenings.
This all makes covering the costs of maintenance and
any repairs very difficult.

The Parish Council decided to help improve the parking
areas to increase footfall and increase the number of
services that can be held there, in time for the 300th
anniversary of the construction of the Chapel.

the Public and Modernising. He was keen to see more
police, a greater police presence on the ground, and
more community led policing across Cheshire.

He noted that accessing monies from the ‘proceeds of
crime scheme’ should be easier and would no longer
need councils to provide match-funding. He was
committed to deploying (mobile) noise cameras at
strategic locations and noted the scheme was currently
being piloted across the County.

More details about the PCC can be found on Dan’s
website: www.cheshire.police.uk/
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Hardstanding was not an option due to restrictive
planning issues, the need to keep costs down and the
necessity that any new car park should not produce any
water runoff.

As well as reinforcing the car parking area, a walkway
for pedestrians and wheelchair users was also needed
along the side of the building to the chapel doors.
Most importantly, the car park and walkway had to be
in keeping with the surroundings, so the Parish Council
felt that a grass finish was essential. So we decided to
install grass protection mesh sourced from the local
Congleton based firm Grassmats Ltd.

Just a couple of weeks after the mats were installed

the Chapel had its best attended service for many years,
and held its first Christmas service there in a very long
time. And as expected, a few weeks later the mats had
become entangled with the grass and really are almost
invisible. We hope it will be well used for many years

to come.



SOMERFORD HALL

ItSs History & Ifs Ending

Somerford Chapel was built by the Shakerley family of
Somerford Hall in 1725. Somerford Hall itself was one of
the many large and imposing Georgian houses which
used to populate Cheshire but, sadly, it became a victim
of the first wave of country house demolitions between
World War | and Il. The core of the house was built
around 1720 by an unknown architect for Peter
Shakerley. The Shakerleys had inherited Hulme Hall
and 3,000 acres in the mid-15th century and lived there
with the estate passing through the family until they
decided that a grander seat was needed and moved

to Somerford. The house was then extended again
sometime in the 18th-century by T.F. Pritchard but was
most distinctively enlarged around 1800 by Lawrence
Robinson of Middleton, Lancashire.

Robinson's work included the addition at right angles
to the existing 9-bay house of a large rectangular wing
with a canted bay on the entrance front. The new front,
which faced the park, boasted an elegant, central
domed bow which had a distinct 'Wyatt' feel to it —
unsurprising considering that Robinson had been clerk
of works to James Wyatt whilst he was working at
Heaton Hall and trained with James' brother Samuel.

The house was then altered for Sir Charles Watkin
Shakerley (b.1833-d.1898) in 1859-60 by Anthony
Salvin, with the addition of a heavy Italianate porch.

The parkland was laid out in the 19th century by John
Webb (b. c.1754-d.1828). Sir Walter Geoffrey Shakerley,
3rd Baronet (b.1859-d.1943) inherited in 1898.

During World War I, the house and estate were initially
used as a convalescence hospital for British and Belgian
soldiers with Sir Walter, who was also Honorary Colonel
of the 7th Cheshire Battalion, in charge. By March 1915,
it had been re-designated as an Auxiliary Hospital,

to accommodate sudden spikes in demand which

were not possible to accommodate within the existing
Manchester hospitals. The house was in almost
continuous use throughout the war until it closed in
1919, following which, Colonel Sir Walter and Lady
Hilda wrote to the local paper in June 1919, highlighting
that 1,424 patients had been looked after, and to thank
the locals for their support.

The house now reverted to being a family home, but

the heavy wartime use had taken a toll and the house
was now in need of significant repairs and refurbishment.
With taxes increasing, the Shakerley family were forced
to sell, with the house and estate being auctioned in
July 1926.

With much of the estate sold to the tenant farmers, the
house and a reduced parkland were sold but the new
owner baulked at the costs to return it to its former glory
and so it was demolished. Much of the parkland has
now been turned into farmland but the chapel, and the
large 18th-century stables survive. There is also an
icehouse, which is in need of preservation.




ARLSING

Loachbrook Meadow

Residents of Loachbrook Meadow are still waiting for
the estate to be completed to a good standard and for
Bovis/Vistry Homes to meet all of their obligations. Once
this has been achieved the estate can be handed over
to the management company. It is important that the
estate is completed fully by Bovis/Vistry Homes to
ensure any costs for unfinished works are not passed
onto residents via the monthly management fees.

But there has been some progress. The latest set of
works got underway again on the remaining unfinished
roads in January 2025 and were completed on 19th
March. However, there is still a lot of maintenance work
and progress needed all around the estate.

For residents of
LOACHBROOK MEADOW

If you wish to receive updates from the

Residents’ Group please email ‘Subscribe’
with your name and address to
loachbrookmeadow@gmail.com

Meeting with Our MP -
January 2025

At the end of November 2024, on behalf of the residents
group, Councillor Jeanette Hardman contacted Sarah
Russell MP who agreed to walk around the estate with
Jeanette and had detailed discussions for over an hour.
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Jeanette explained all the issues that the residents still
face. The poor approach by Bovis/Vistry and the ongoing
issues with Matthews and Leigh mean that residents still
don’t know whether the drains and roads will be adopted
by the local authorities. The full list of outstanding
maintenance works sent to Bovis/Vistry Homes in July
has not been actioned yet, and many issues have been
ignored since 2019.

It is sad to see that after 10 years the estate remains
unfinished and Sarah was appalled with the lack of
progress. Residents would like to have answers from
Bovis/Vistry Homes as to why there is still so much
outstanding work and serious issues.

Developers not carrying out works to an acceptable
standard is a problem that is being seen throughout the
county, and Sarah has assured the residents group and
Somerford Parish Council of her support to get the
developers and others to do the right thing for residents.

She and her fellow MPs are working together to hold
companies to account and wants to see the matter
resolved positively. She will write to Bovis/Vistry and United
Utilities on behalf of all residents of Loachbrook Meadow.

We hope that Bovis/Vistry Homes will keep to their word

and finish all works on the estate, the drains and roads will
be adopted and finally the development will be completed
to a good standard — 12 years since the build was started.

Bellway Homes

For some years now the Parish Council has had a very
productive relationship with Mr Paul Williams, Technical
Director of Bellway Homes, with regular meetings and
site visits as the Somerford Gate development has
progressed. Paul has been able to help tackle various
problems such as traffic and cleaning up the roads after
delivery lorries enter or exit the site, maintain the existing
hedgerow at the front of the site, tackling the ragwort and
other pernicious weeds at the boundary with Rhead’s
Meadows, trying to make sure that any noise generative
activities only happen within the permitted hours, and
keeping alive plans for the creation of a cycleway from
the site around the perimeter of the Meadows.

In addition, Bellway Homes have
agreed to cover the costs of the
defibrillator we’ve installed at the
junction of Chelford Road and
Blackfirs Lane. Bellway know only
too well the importance of access
to defibrillators as workers at
Somerford Gate had to use one
there some time ago to treat a
contractor. We’d like to extend
our sincere gratitude to Paul and
Bellway Homes for this very
generous contribution to the
parish. We’d also like to thank
Paul and all his colleagues for
their constructive engagement,

and wish him all the best as he
prepares to take (early) retirement.



We’d like to say thank you to all those residents who
have been pulling up the Himalayan Balsam at Blackfirs
Wood. And we’d particularly like to say a big thank you
to a young parishioner, Florence McDermott, who has
been volunteering around the parish as part of her Duke
of Edinburgh award. Florence has also been pulling up
the Himalayan Balsam, been litter picking at both the

HIGHWLYS

You cannot have failed to notice the dreadful state of
the roads in the parish and across Cheshire East.

The Highway Authority has a legal duty to maintain the
highway. Under Section 41 of the Highways Act 1980,

it may be exposed to the possibility of actions for breach
of statutory duty if it fails to maintain a highway.

Also, if your car is damaged then you can make a claim
against Cheshire East (link below);

www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_road
s/highways-licences-and-permits/making-a-
claim.aspx

LOCAL VOLUNTEERS

Wood and Rhead’s Meadows, tending to the tree whips
at the Meadows by loosening the ties and removing
the spiral guards where they are no longer needed,
and generally improving the appearance of both
spaces. And, of course, we’d also like to thank her
parents as Florence has managed to rope them in to
helping out too!

To report a pothole or road issue you can do so via the
generic Fix My Street portal, though Cheshire East will
be moving to a new reporting tool sometime this year;

fixmystreet.cheshireeast.gov.uk/



Engaging with

Our Community

It is very important for us to hear from the residents of
Somerford throughout the year.

When we set our budgets, we always aim to provide
improvements and additions to the Parish, meeting the
needs of all those who live in Somerford. Your feedback
is always welcome and it helps to let us know we are
getting things right or not. We always want to be
transparent, provide value for money and use best
practice. To have the benefit of your views, ideas and
interest in getting involved with our projects is of great
value to us.

Most of the main services provided to us all are the
responsibility of Cheshire East Council. As they are
facing increasing financial difficulties, we strive to carry
out certain tasks Cheshire East may refuse to carry out
or when they are not quick to act, we will ensure always
that we all live in a well maintained, safe and pleasant
environment. Our public open spaces are for all to
enjoy. As our population grows, we are continuously

monitoring all at Rhead’s Meadows and Blackfirs Wood
as more people visit. We have also made improvements
to the parking area for Somerford Chapel to enable full
year use and hope it encourages more to visit such a
wonderful building and surroundings.

Unfortunately, we do not have a village hall or Council
building within Somerford so it is quite difficult to meet
with residents outside of our Full Council Meetings,
currently held at Holmes Chapel Community Centre.

If any residents wanted to raise/discuss any matters with
us, there are many other options. It is hoped Somerford
Chapel of Ease will be a meeting place in the future.

Our monthly Council meetings, Website, Newsletters,
Facebook Page and Instagram enable us to reach all of
our residents. We can ensure everyone is informed and
updated on all the work we do as your Parish council.

It is also important that we let residents know all that is
available to our community from providing contact
details, further information, services offered by our
neighbouring local authorities and organisations. All
campaigns run by the relevant authorities are highlighted
on our Website and Social Media.

You can contact any of the Councillors directly to discuss
individual matters or group matters.

We want to provide support. We are still very much a
semi-Rural community, the increase in housing
developments has meant many people are moving into
Somerford from towns and cities and we hope we always
give a true representation of life in Somerford, for urban
and agricultural/farming communities as to how things
have changed over the years.

At present we have four Councillor vacancies, if any of
you feel that you would like to join us and help ensure
Somerford maintains it’s identity in a changing
environment please contact Carlton for full details of

how to apply. If you want to discuss what the role of the
Councillor is, you can contact any of the Councillors

who would be very happy to have an informal discussion.
Please come along to one of our meetings to see how all
is done.

Keep your dogs under

control at all times




v We always want to hear from you!

We are always happy to hear from our
community, please let us know of any
concerns or thoughts you may have.

Please do send us your photos of
Somerford and surrounding areas, to be
featured on our Social Media Channels.
We can feature local events that may be
of interest to our residents.

Please contact us if you would like to
volunteer to help at our public open spaces

All our communication facilities
are available as follows:

WEBSITE:
www.somerfordparishcouncil.gov.uk/

Here you will find all contact details for your
clerk and councillors.

FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/SomerfordParishCouncil
Our official Facebook page. You can like,
comment or message us directly.
INSTAGRAM:
somerfordparishcouncil

Our official Instagram account. You can like,
comment or message us directly.

EMAIL:

The clerk and all the councillors have an official
email address which can be found on our
website and Facebook page.

BY POST:

You can write to our clerk. The address is
on our website and Facebook page.

TELEPHONE NUMBERS:

These can be found on our
website and Facebook page.

NOTICEBOARDS:
These are situated within the parish.

NEWSLETTER:
A newsletter is sent out twice a year.

Rhead’s Meadows and Blackfirs Wood, take part in any
future litter picks or volunteer to help at Somerford Chapel.

We encourage our residents to share any of our
Facebook posts that are felt to be relevant to estate
residents group pages or local group pages.

There are many ways you can keep in touch with all that
is going on within Somerford and our surrounding areas.
Stay up to date with all we are doing for Somerford and
what is offered to our residents by other local authorities
and organisations.

Cheshire East
Council

is the principal authority for all of
Cheshire East and supports the
below services:

Schools

Libraries

Highways (e.g. potholes)

Waste and Recycling Collections
Council Tax

Business Rates

CC1v

Benefits

Licensing

Social Services & Social Care
Planning & Building Regulations
Public / Environmental Health
Parks & Play Areas
Crematorium

Car Parks

Road & Footpath Gritting
Regeneration

1. 0300 123 5500




Useful Contucts

BIN WASTE AND RECYCLING
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/waste_and_recycling/bins-waste-and-recycling.aspx
Here you can report a missed bin collection, view/download/print your collection day
calendar and subscribe to the garden waste scheme.
REPORTING POTHOLES, FLY-TIPPING ETC. VIA ‘FIX MY STREET’
fixmystreet.cheshireeast.gov.uk/
Report potholes, fallen trees, street lighting issues, fly tipping, dog fouling, grit bins and gritting matters.

DOG WARDEN SERVICE, NOISE NUISANCE, PEST CONTROL ETC.
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/business/environmental_health/environmental-health.aspx
Lost or stray dogs, dog fouling, dangerous dogs. All types of noise nuisance. Pest control for home and business.

PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/planning/planning.aspx
View and comment on planning applications, make a planning application, planning enforcement.
Find information on planning committee meetings.

ROADS, PARKING AND TRAVEL
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/roads-parking-and-travel.aspx
Roadworks and traffic disruption. Map of roadworks Car parks and parking.

Interactive Map of Roadworks within the Parish one.network/uk/cheshireeast

STREET LIGHTING ISSUES
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/road-maintenance/street-lighting.aspx
Emergency issues with street lighting. Report any issues with street lighting. Light intrusion from street lighting.
GRITTING AND SNOW CLEARANCE
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/highways_and_roads/road-maintenance/gritting-and-snow-clearance.aspx
Gritting information for roads and pavements. Grit bins and bags. Map of gritting routes:

maps.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ce/webmapping?&e=378220.01&n=364472.00&layers=T N_S_Gritting2023
_LINE_CURRENT&s=250000.00&bm

Somerford Puarish Gouncil

1 OVERTON MEADOW, OVERTON GREEN, SMALLWOOD, CHESHIRE, CW11 2UP - Tel: 07734 808677

Your Clerk and Councillors

Clerk Chairman Vice-Chair Councillor Councillor

CARLTON & Councillor & Councillor PAUL JOHNVF
EVANS GEOFF JEANETTE CROMPTON WRAY F.inst.D.
BELL HARDMAN Cheshire East

Councillor
representing
Somerford on
Cheshire East

Council
Councillor Councillor Councillor 4 Councillor
SIMON TREVOR BILL Vacancies
HUGHES MASSEY CHORLTON




